
 

 
1. Family 

Ada I was the fourth child of the satrap of Caria, Hecatomnus of Mylasa. She was the sister of Mausolus, Artemisia, Idrieus and 
Pixodarus. She married her brother, Idrieus, which is confirmed by ancient writers. Arrian says they were married according to the 
Carian custom. The phenomenon of incest in the Hecatomnids is explained by their wish to maintain control over their wealth and 
power.1 
 
2. Activity 

When Artemisia II died in 351/350 BC, Idrieus and Ada succeeded her and ruled jointly the satrapy of Caria, as evidenced by a 

resolution found at the sanctuary of Sinuri.2 But when her husband died in 344/343 BC, Ada ruled Caria single-handedly until 
341/340 BC. It is not known whether Ada was officially called “satrap”  when she succeeded her husband in power, because it is not 
known whether this title was awarded to women in the Persian Empire. In 341/340 BC she was dethroned by her usurper brother, 
Pixodarus, and retired to Alinda. When Pixodarus died in 335/334 BC, the command of the satrapy was given by the Persian king 
Darius III to Orontobates, the husband of Ada II, daughter of Pixodarus.3 
 
In 334 BC Alexander the Great invaded Caria and Ada surrendered Alinda to him and proclaimed him her adopted son. The 
adoption of Alexander was a political move for their common benefit. Ada secured her restoration to the Carian power with the help 
of Alexander’s military help against Orontobates, while Alexander secured the Carian support, as he was officially recognised as the 
legal heir to the Hecatomnid dynasty. According to Strabo, Alexander recognised Ada as the queen of Caria. Ada attacked and 

captured Halicarnassus, aided by Ptolemy and Asnader, Alexander’s generals, although it is doubted whether she headed the attack.4 

 
3. Construction Projects and Monuments 

Idrieus and Ada were associated with the construction of two extremely important architectural monuments of Asia Minor, the 
Mausoleum of Halicarnassus and the temple of Athena in Priene. The two rulers probably continued the construction of the 
Mausoleum, as it has not been verified whether the splendid burial monument was completed in the years of Artemisia. What is more, 
Ada’s portrait has been identified in one of the heads of the colossal statues that used to adorn the monument. Modern researchers 
assume that the two Carian tyrants funded the construction of the temple of Athena in Priene. Moreover, the head of a female statue 
found in the temple is considered to be the idealistic representation of Ada; the head is quite similar to the representation of the 
Mausoleum.5 
 

Summary : 

Ada was the daughter of Hecatomnus and the sister and wife of Idrieus. In 344/343 BC she succeeded her husband in the satrapy of 
Caria. A few years later, in 341/340 BC, she was overthrown by her brother, Pixodarus, and was exiled to Alinda. When Alexander 
the Great invaded Caria in 334 BC, Ada surrendered Alinda and adopted him, while Alexander restored her to the satrapy of Caria.

Date and Place of Birth

4th c. BC – Caria 

Date and Place of Death

324/323 BC – Halicarnassus

Main Role

satrap and queen of Caria
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As regards the representations of Ada in monuments of mainland Greece, two examples may be reported. The Milesians offered 
bronze statues of Idrieus and Ada to the Delphi oracle of Apollo. The statues were made by the sculptor Satyros and the only part 
preserved is the pedestal with the votive inscription. Τhis sculptural group (syntagma) must have been erected before 344 BC, that is, 

before Idrieus died, in the period when the couple were the joint rulers of Caria.6 A small votive relief representing Idrieus and Ada 
worshipping Zeus Stratius or Labraundeus, who is standing between them, was found in Tegea. This stele was originally believed to 
have been offered to the temple of Athena Alea by an unknown person and must have been erected when Idrieus and Ada were the 
joint rulers of Caria.7 However, according to a more recent opinion, the presence of the two monuments representing the two 
Hecatomnids in the Panhellenic sanctuaries of the Delphi and Tegea led to the assumption that the two Carian tyrants possibly 

contributed financially to the reconstruction of the temple of Apollo and the temple of Athena Alea in the mid-4th century BC.8 

 
4. Death 

Nothing is known about Ada’s death. Since philological sources report Philoxenos as the satrap of Caria in 324/323 BC, Ada must 
have died circa 324/323 BC, which justifies the presence of a Macedonian in the office of the satrap of Caria. Therefore, Philoxenos 
was the immediate successor of Ada.9 Quite recently a grave extremely rich in goods was found in Halicarnassus. Judging from the 
goods, the grave is dated to the second half of the 4th century BC and must belong to a dead woman aged around forty. It possibly 

belongs to Ada I.10 

 
5. Evaluation and Judgement 

As regards the first phase of the joint rule of Ada and Idrieus, it should be mentioned that contemporary research associates the two 
tyrants with the re-foundation of Priene towards the mid-4th c. BC, as the Ionian city was close to their sphere of influence, Caria.11 
As regards the rule of Ada in Caria, our knowledge is very limited. In the second period, that is, after Caria was captured by 
Alexander the Great in 334 BC, the Hecatomnids must have been deprived of their power and wealth. The Hecatomnid fleet and 
army as well as the commercial supremacy of the dynasty were permanently lost and Ada was completely unable to revive them due 
to economic distress. No coins attributed to Ada have been found, while the Hecatomnid coinage must have been suspended towards 
the late 330 BC. Ada was the last Hecatomnid satrap, who experienced the decline of this great dynasty, as well as the first Carian 

satrap of Alexander the Great, who lived at the beginning of the new era.12 
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Glossary : 
satrap, the

The title designated a representative of the Persian king, and was widely used in the Persian language. In ancient writers the term usually designates 
an official of the Persian empire who assumes highest political and military power within the limits of his satrapia, the division under his command. 
Alexander the Great introduced the institution to the administrative organisation of his empire in the East. 
In the Roman empire, the office of the satrap was hereditary for Armenian nobles who administered an Armenian klima (=canton, a historic-
geographical unit); in the case of the Armenian territories inside the Roman Empire, the satrap yielded limited power under the suzerainty of the Roman 
emperor. 

syntagma (sculpture)
Votive offering of more than one statues that do not touch each other. Usually, the statues stood in a row on an oblong rectangular or semi-circular 
base.

tyrant, the
The initial meaning of the term was the leading archon of a noble origin. Later οn he was the usurper of rightful power and the one who was ruling in 
an absolute way, aiming ostensily to the welfare of his people.  
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Chronological Table
351/350-344/343 BC: Joint reign of Idrieus – Ada. 

344/343 BC: Ada becomes satrap of Caria. 

341/340 BC: Ada is dethroned by Pixodarus. 

334 BC: Ada is restored to the Carian throne by Alexander the Great. 

334 BC: Possible participation of Ada along with Ptolemy and Asander, the generals of Alexander the Great, in the capture of 
Halicarnassus. 

324/323 BC: Ada’s death.
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