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Summary :

Born into the aristocratic family of Raoul. In the years of John |11 Vatatzes (1222-1254), in the Empire of Nicaea, he held thetitle of protovestiarios. In
1242 he participated in the first campaign of the emperor against the sovereign of Thessaloniki, John Angelos, whilein 1252 he participated actively
in the war against the despot of Epirus, Michael |1 Doukas. In 1256 the new emperor, Theodore |1 Laskaris deposed Alexios from his office. He died
c. 1258.

Date and Place of Birth
second half of 12th c. - first half of 13th c.

Date and Place of Death
c. 1258

Main Role

protovestiarios

1. Biography

Alexios Raoul was born into the aristocratic family of Raoul; he was possibly the son of Constantine Raoul.! He married a niece of
John 111 Vatatzes (1222-1254), emperor of Nicaea, with whom he had four sons, John, Manuel, 1saac and a fourth whose name
remains unknown, as well as a daughter, whose name is also unknown. The name of Alexios Raoul does not appear in the sources

after the autumn of 1258. Probably he had already passed eway.2

2. Political and military activity

During the reign of John 111 Vatatzes (1222-1254), Alexios Raoul held the title of . In 1242 he was among the
noblemen that followed the emperor in his first campaign against the sovereign of Thessaloniki, John Angelos (along with Demetrios

Tornikios, Andronikos Palaiologos, Nikephoros Tarchaneiotes and John Petraleifas).?

Then, in 1252, he appears again on the side of the emperor participating actively in the war against the of Epirus, Michael Il
Doukas (1231-1267). After the war ended and a peace treaty was signed between the two sides, Alexios appears to have remained
by the future emperor Michael VII1 Palaiologos (1259- 1282) in Vodena (modern Edessa), by order of the then emperor, in charge
of aforce, aiming to guard the outskirts of Thessaoniki.

When Theodore |1 Laskaris was emperor (1254-1258), Alexios Raoul was deposed from his office. The new emperor followed a
strict line against the traditional aristocracy of Constantinople ignoring its privileges, while he favoured and elevated to offices persons
of non-aristocratic descent. Thus, in 1256, he deposed Alexios from his office, which was awarded to his friend George Mouzalon, a
man of humble origins, while his four sons were imprisoned, probably the same year or shortly later.* At the same time, the daughter
of Alexios Raoul was married to Andronikos Mouzalon, according to the emperor’s wish, which was considered very insulting due to

the humble background of the Mouzalon family.®

1. See Ahrweiler, H., “L’histoire et la géographie de larégion de Smyrne entre les deux occupations turques, particulierment au X|1lesiécle”, Travaux
et Mémoires 1 (1965), p. 176 [reprinted Ahrweiler, H., Byzance: les pays et les territoires (Variorum Reprints, London 1976), no. 1V].

2. See Fassoulakis, St., The Byzantine Family of Raoul-Ral(I)e (Athens 1973), p. 16.
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3. That campaign, although early interrupted due to the Mongol invasion of Asia Minor, was very important. The sovereign of Thessaloniki laid
down hisimperial insignia and recognised thetitle of the emperor of Nicaea, who accorded him thetitle of despot in reward. See Ostrogorsky, G.,
Geschichte des Byzantinischen Staates (M inchen 1963; trans. ITavoydnoviog, lo., ed. Xpvodg, Ev., lotopia tov Bulavtivod kpdrovg 3, Athens 1997, p.
126).

4. A. Chatzes (A. Xot(nc) suggests that it was in the same period that Alexios Raoul was deposed and his children were imprisoned. See Xat{yg, A.
X., Ot Paov, Po, Pddai, 1080-1800: 1otopixij povoypapia (Kirchhain, Max Schmersow 1909), p. 15; on the contrary, the editors of
Prosopographisches Lexikon der Palaiologenzeit support that Raoul's sons were imprisoned in 1258. See Trapp, E. - Beyer, H. - Leontiades, |., s.v.
PaoO) lodvvng Kopvnvog Aovkag Ayyelog Ietpareipag in Prosopographisches Lexikon der Palaiologenzeit 10 (Wien 1990), pp. 105-106, no. 24125.
The sameisclaimed by D. Polemis (A. IToAéunc); see Polemis, D., The Doukai: a contribution to byzantine prosopography (London 1968), p. 173.

5. On the policy of Emperor Theodore || Laskaris to give the daughters of the nobility in marriage with offsprings of non-aristocratic families, see
Angold, M., A Byzantine Government in Exile. Government and Society Under the Lascarids of Nicaea (1204-1261) (Oxford 1974), pp. 77-79.
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Glossary :
despotes
Title introduced in the 12th century. In administrative hierarchy, the office of despotes was under the emperor and the co-
emperor. From the 14th century onwards, the title was given to the governors of the Byzantine Peloponnese.
protovestiarios

(and protovestiarites) Honorific title given to high-ranking officials and future emperors during this period. The protovestiarios was
originally responsible for the imperial wardrobe, but in the 9th-11th centuries the holders of the title could command an army or conduct
negotiations with foreign states.
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Quotations

The participation of Alexios Raoul in the campaign of John 111 Vatatzes against Thessaloniki (1242)

0 0¢ BaociAevg TV oTEATIAY dTtacav oLAAeEAEVOG €y YDS TToL TG Oe00aA0VIKNG Woel 0TAdIOVE OKTW TNV OKNVIV T yVLOL K TTOg
o0 ITpoBata 1 kAN OLS ToD Témov. [...]. £ykQLToL d¢ 1@ Bacdel mageimovto avdeg, 6 Togvikng ANUNTELOG, T KOV dLETWY Kal
peoLtevwv taig voBéoeoty, Avdedvikog 0 ITaAatoAdyog, 66 TV TOD peydAov dopeatikov meQLel@VvuTo dUVAULY, T TWV
OTEATEVUATWV dLeEdywV MEAyHata, kat dAAoL Aelovg eig 1yepovac amotetaypévoy, 6 te¢ PaobA AAEEL0G TTOWTOBEOTIAQLOG WV, O
£t g toamtélne Nknddpog 6 Tapoxavewdng, 6 Kovrootépavog 6 v mowtooeBaotov éxwv a&tav, o ITetoaAipac puéyag
XQAQTOVAKQLOG WVOHACUEVOG, Kal RAAOL TV ETLPAVAV OUK OALyOL.

George Akropolites, Chronike Syngraphe, 40.32-49, ed. Heisenberg, A., corr. Wirth, P., Georgii Acropolitae, Opera 1 (Stuttgart 1978), p. 71.
Alexios Raoul and the subsequent emperor Michael Palaiologos in charge of troops in Vodena

QA X ELHAOAG 00V €V Tolg Bodnvoic 0 PaoiAelc 100G WOQ, ETEL KAL TV AVAOTAOTLUOV £WQTAKELT|LLEQAV, TA OTEATOTIEDA AVTOD TIOV
KATAAEAOLTTQG KAl ELG 1)YEUOVAG ATV TAEAG TOV Te TEWTOPREOTIAQLOV AAEELOV TOV PatovA, yauBoov ovia €’ adeAdpdmaidL tod
Baowréws, kat tov Kopvnvov MixanA tov ITaAdaoAdyov, peta Hetoiov 0ToateVHAToS eig Oéav TV mEoopatws Emryeyevnuévwy

TOUTW XWEWV APIKETO.

George Akropolites, Chronike Syngraphe, 49.95-102, ed. Heisenberg, A., corr. Wirth, P., Georgii Acropolitae, Opera 1 (Stuttgart 1978), p. 99.



