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Summary :

Baaneswas born in Armeniain the mid-81 century. His father was of Jewish descent and had been proselytized into the Paulician community, and
his mother was Armenian, a disciple of the Paulician Joseph-Epaphroditos. He studied under Joseph-Epaphroditos and succeeded him as a teacher
of the Paulicians, clashing with another teacher, Sergios-Tychikos. He died between 800/801 and 834/5.

Other Names

TheFilthy

Date and Place of Birth

c. mid-8" c., Armenia

Date and Place of Death

between 800/801-834/5, possibly at Kynochorion, close to Neocaesarea
Main Role

Teacher of the Paulicians

1. Birth - Family - Education

Baanes was born around in the mid-8th century in Armenia. He was the offspring of an illegitimate affair between a Jewish - asit was
claimed - disciple of Joseph-Epaphroditos, fifth teacher of the Paulicians, and an Armenian disciple of his. His mother probably cared
for him during his childhood, for he received an Armenian name (Vahan), and in contemporary and later historical sources heis
mentioned as an Armenian. He studied under Joseph-Epaphroditos, receiving the dogmas of the faith both his parents believed in. His
teaching took place before 778, the year of Joseph's death. Besides the above-mentioned, nothing else is known on Baanes
upbringing and education.

2. Activity

Shortly after Joseph-Epaphroditos’ deathin 778, Baanes succeeded him as the sixth teacher of the Paulicians. We do not precisely
know the place the community of his disciples resided; possibly it was Kynochorion or Koinachorion (ancient Kainochorion, modern
MahalaKalesi), atown in the Pontus, close to Neocaesarea (modern Niksar). Baanes taught for several years; his activity was
probably coextensive with the entire reign of Empress Irene the Athenian.

In 800/801 a new teacher of the Paulicians made his appearance, Sergios; he was of Byzantine descent and had received the
apostolic name Tychikos. His activity brought him in contact with Baanes, with whom he clashed due to differences over dogmatic
issues. Furthermore, Baanes had been accused by his adversaries of leading a debauched life and succumbing to promiscuity; he was

in fact given the sobriquet "the Filthy" for this reason.?

Baanes accused Sergios- Tychikos as an upstart who had joined the community belatedly and was not incul cated into the dogmas by
any recognized teacher, whereas himself had been taught by Joseph-Epaphroditos and was considered his successor. Sergios, on the
other hand, argued that he too had earned the right to teach among the Paulicians because of the many travels he made throughout
Asia Minor in order to spread the faith, and also publicly accused Baanes of debauchery. As aresult a schism developed in the
Paulician community: some sided with Baanes, while others -the majority- sided with Sergios Tychikos. The responsibility for the
schism was mainly attributed to Sergios, even by his own students, which suggests that Baanes remained in the consciousness of the
Paulicians as an established teacher. The clash between these two groups was bound to greatly intensify after the death of the two
teachers.
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3. Death

Baanes died before Sergios and quite a few years after the latter had made his appearance as a teacher. Consequently, his death
should be dated between 800/1 and 834/5 (the year of Sergios-Tychikos' death), perhaps in Kynochorion. His followers, known as
"Baaniotes' or "Baanites', remained in this region until Sergios-Tychikos death. A series of murders they committed caused alarge
wave of persecution against them by Sergios’ followers. The bloodshed finally came to an end after the intervention of one of Sergios
disciples and successors, who averted the further extermination of the Baanites.

4., Assessment

Baanes was one of the very few teachers of the Paulicians to be intensely criticized by the members of his own community, mainly by
the disciples of his opponent, Sergios- Tychikos. These accusations pertained to his demeanour in his private life, charges which
probably gave rise to his sobriquet ‘the Filthy’. We may suppose, however, that a part of the Paulician community (the minority)
continued to support him, for his disciples remained united even after his death. Furthermore, contrary to Zacharias, the other
controversial teacher of the Paulicians, not one of the Paulicians ever doubted the legitimacy of Baanes’ succession or his status as the
teacher of the community; under questioning they refused to anathematize him, exactly as they had done for their other teachers.
Byzantine historians did little more than reiterate the accusation of Baanes' opponents concerning his supposedly immoral
comportment and debauched life.

Modern scholars repeat these charges against Baanes with some reservation, but attribute his clash with Sergios- Tychikos to other
reasons. They believe that the root cause of this conflict was Baanes' conservatism; he had been nurtured in the traditional teachings
of his predecessors and reacted against the ground-breaking nature of Sergios’ reforms, refusing progress and remaining true to the
community’s old dogmas. Some even argue that this clash partly was due to ‘ethnic’ differences between the two opponents, the
conservative and uneducated Armenian and the cultured and dynamic Greek-speaking Byzantine.

1. Garsoian, N., The Paulician Heresy (The Hague-Paris 1967), p. 121, n. 34, dates Joseph-Epaphroditos' death and his succession by Baanes' to 783.

2. Lemerle, P., "L histoire des Pauliciens d'Asie Mineure d'aprés les sources grecques’, Travaux et Mémoires 5 (1973), p. 69, n. 51, assumes that the
sobriquet "the Filthy" may in fact be associated with the mzineuthin, an Armenian sect of the 5" century.
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Quotations
Baanes succeeds Joseph, according to the description of Peter Sikeliotes:

Tovtov étL UTIAEXOVTOG, LABTTOL TOVTOVL €ig AQUeViay YUVT| TIG, €Kk TV avToL Habnt@v powxevbeion, Eoxev LIOV, WG
daow, ¢£ EBoaiwv, Tov émi kaxia megpontov gumagov Badavnv. Ovtog odv 6 Badvng dadéxetat 1ov AdeovnTov: Kal v
alpeowv owav, fjv mageiAndev mapd TV TEO aAVTOL, TV MAoTS dxkabagolag MANENG, KaTéxwv, Kal mToAAoLS Twv Adedvwy
elg tedelov amwAelav adywv, yivetat kal avTtog g Kakiag ddAoKAAOG.

Peter Sikeliotes, IoTopia, ed. Ch. Astruc et al., “Les sources grecques pour I'histoire des Pauliciens d’Asie Mineure”, Travaux et
Meémoires 4 (1970), p. 51.22-27.

Description of the conflict between Baanes and Sergios from Peter Sikeliotes:
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‘Hvika d¢ fjofato ddaokelv o0tog 0 LéQylog, OéAwv émovvalat moAAoLg pabntag katl anoondoat g ékkAnoiag Xolotov
oUK OAlyoug oTtiow aToD ToEeveTOal, dIOTWS KAl TOLOOWS AVTEOT! Kata eoowmnov Badvn 1@ dunapqm ovppadnri kat
CUHUVOTH aUToL" KAl eDAGBEIV DTTOKQLVOREVOS TIREATO EAEYXELV AUTOV €ig DTKOOV TTAVTWY, 0V d ToTy, AAAX dx TV
atomtiav twv aBepitwv avtod mealewv. O 8¢ Badvng ¢pnot meog avtdv: «LU VEWOTL KATEGAVNS KAl OVdEVA TV DDATKAAWY
MUV £000KAG T) CUUTAQELLEVAG, YW d& TOD kLEOL Emadpoditov pabntrg dDmagxw kal, kabws magédwkév poL aAmagxnc,
oUtws kal ddokw». O d& LéQylog dix TOv duowdn BoBogov, OV Eddaokev, PdeAvEapeVOC Kal elg TEOTWTOV
Kataoxvvag avtdv, €oxloe TV alpeoty eig dVO TOVG D& oLUTAQAMEVAVTAS aAVTQ EkdAeoe Baviwtag, kdiceivog LeQyudtag
TOUG Habntac wvopaoe Legytov. Meta d¢ tov Odvatov Legylov, ) pégovteg ol avTob padntat éavt@v TV aloxVvny kal
TOV OVEWILOUOV OV Q& TAVTwV wvedilovto, nefavto amoktévvery tovg Baviwtag, 0nws éEateipwory €€ avtwv Tov
OVeWLTHOV avTt@V. Eig d¢ Tig @eddotog OvopaTL, 0 oUVEKONHOG LeQYlov, Aéyel. «Mndév VULV kal Tolg &avOQWTOLS TOVTOLS
TAVTEG YOO MEXOLS Avadel&ews TOL ddaokaAov NV piav mioty eixopev». Kait o0twe tov Ppovevewy Emavoavto.

Peter Sikeliotes, IoTopia, ed. Ch. Astruc et al., “Les sources grecques pour I'histoire des Pauliciens d’Asie Mineure”, Travaux et
Meémoires 4 (1970), pp. 63.28-65.12.

Reference to Baanes and his position as teacher of the Paulicians:
&xtov Tov Bagvnv tov pumagov-...

Peter Hegoumenos, [1epi IllavAikidvov twv kat Maviyaiov, ed. Ch. Astruc et al., “Les sources grecques pour 'histoire des
Pauliciens d’Asie Mineure”, Travaux et Mémoires 4 (1970), p. 82.5-6.

A Byzantine text of the later gth century includes Baanes among the teachers of the Paulicians:

Mavevta totvuv kat IMavAov kat Twdvvny, kat &AAovg obg éav Tig elnn avtols, mMEobvpws avabeuartiCovow. Kovotavtivov
0¢ Tov Lilovavov émuAnBévia, kat Zupewv tov kat Titov, kat 'eyvéowov tov kai TyudOeov, kat Twond tov kot
‘Enadodditov, kat Badvnv tov gumagov, kat Légylov tov kat Tuxkov, we ddaoKAAOLE adT@V ovdAUWS dvabepatiCovoty,
AAA” Exovov abTovG WOoTeQ ATootdAovg XQLoTov.

Peter Hegoumenos, [epi lavAikiavov twv kat Maviyaiov, ed. Ch. Astruc et al., “Les sources grecques pour 'histoire des
Pauliciens d’Asie Mineure”, Travaux et Mémoires 4 (1970), p. 83.1-5.

Patriarch Photios refers to Baanes' descent and upbringing:

"Ett 0¢ To0 ToI0aALToiov T Piw TapovVTos Kat AKkAalovTog TV aoéPelay, pia Tis Twv ouviBwv avT@ AvOpl dx yaov
nopoopévn EEuPoiletl pév v avopolotov Koitny, ékdotog d¢ yivetal potxelq. Tov d& dogvEavta ToLg aAAoTEiovg
Yapuovg éva pév etval v pabntawv, ¢act, Tov mAavov, £ Efpalwv d¢ mpog v dbeov Ognoxeiav petaBAnOnvat TIANv éx
TolxUTNG AdIKOL Te Kat ERdeAvyuévne pifewg tikTetal T HOLXAADdL TO Em aloxdTtnTt Kat PdeAvola megpontov dyog, 6
OLTIAEOG Kol dkaBapTog Badvng. OUTog 00V TNV KOQUTV TWV KAKWV O XEIOLOTOG dtadéxeta, Tov eignpévov Emadooditov
0 Badvng, 0g mavta pév T TV RO AVTOV, 0IG OUVEKQOTELTO 1] ATEPELR, 0TEQYwY, akabagoia d¢ Biov kal cwuatwv pifeowv
apontoLs kat taic dAAaig abeputovpylalg tovg Eumpoodev Pprrovekwv amoreUpacBat, dieTéAel ddATKwWV ToLg melBopévoug
v 0Aé0p10v pudOnowv.

Patriarch Photios, Auynotc tne veopavois twv Maviyaiwv avaprlactioews, ed. Ch. Astruc et al.,, “Les sources grecques pour
I'histoire des Pauliciens d’Asie Mineure”, Travaux et Mémoires 4 (1970), p. 153.16-26.

The conflict between the disciples of Baanes and Sergios as described by Patriach Photios:
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‘Hvika d¢ Légyloc o0 ddaokaAkov ¢ anootaciag éméPn Boovov, OéAwv moAAovg amomAavioat g kaBoALkTG Tov
Xototov éxkkAnoiag, oxiletat pev meQLPavas, HEXQL TOTE kaQoL ovvayeAalopévwv aAAAoLg, Tob gumagov Badvoug,
AVADEXETAL DE KATEVOTIOV TWV HAONTOV KAl TV KATA TEOCWTIOV aVTOD GLAOVELKIOY Kal LX)V, Kal 1) OTAoLS avToD
doapatovgyettat dONUooiw Bedtow, dU g étéxvalev deAedlewv Kal TG oikelag MAGvVNG éAkety 0Ttiow AAAOLG Te GooLG
novvaro kat oltveg frapiCovto tov Badvnv. "Hv 8¢ avt@ kat oknvi) aget@v eoRePAnpévn péya déAeag twv
TEOOLOVIWY, Kal Tarevov 1100g, kat deD0Eews KATETXNHATIOUEVOS TEOTIOS, KAl TIUEQOTNG OV TOVG Olikelovg vTTooAvoLvO L
HOVOV, AAAX KAl TOUG TEaXVTEQOV DIAKELEVOUS DTTOAEaivOvo& Te kal CUAaywyoLoa. AAAX YOQ TO HEV QUTTAQOV TV
HLAQ@V TRAEEWV TOD AVTIOTACLOTOL Badvoug otnAttevewy te kat amoméunecdal, HAALOTA Ve kata O Eupavéc, peAétnv
elxev, mMEOG O& T dLOTERTN TV DOYUATWY KAT 0VdEV AVTULTMTWV 0VdE dadepdpevos wdOn. O uév odv Badvng
aovvnyoéentov Exwv Ty TV EkBEoHWY Eoywv EMDEeEY, €L TOUG TEO AVTOD HOVOV KATEPEVYEV Kal X TG TV
TMEOCWTIWV TOLOTNTOG, WG EVOLULEV, TO KIBONAOV aUTOV KAl KATETTUYNHEVOV TOD PQOVILATOG OUVEKQOTEL TE Kal
ameoépvuvey, padntv éavtov tov Enadoditov eival peyadavx@v, Kal Ty €Keivou TIHOVTR TTaQAd00LV TTROG TG
amotoomaiovg Twv mEAfewV Kal BOeAVQEAS 0VdEvVa dloTary OV 1) E0VONUa PEQeLy, wg oV xor) moatteoBat. Neodavn de Tov
YéQylov EA0D0QELTO Kal PUNdéva TV ETUONHWY DWDACKAAWY UNTE DEV UNTE AKQOATIV XONHATOAL, Kol dlx TOUTO UNdEV
éketfev omaoavia Gwtog Ev mAAVY Kkal anatn dmopeveoBat. O pev odv EEayotog Baavng toUtolg e Tov OpoTEX VOV KAt
AVTIOTOOWOTV EBaAeV Kal éavtov EpeydAvvey, T0 d¢ motkidov Bnpiov 6 Légylog, @ pn BefubicBat megupavas ovtws TV
nealewv 1@ PooBoow, und’ obTws anolelv womeg 6 Badvng v akabagoiov, dAAX TTOAAOIS TaVTNV Kol ONUATWY Kal
daoudtwv magakaAvuuaot meQlotéAdely, EAaBev loxLy eig dvo TV dnootaoiav oxioal kat ToLg pév 6oot TG peQidog
wPOnoav tov Badvoug avtog diamtvwyv Bavitag ékdAel, éxetvog O pepopevos v VPOV anotoomalovg Te ovg 1) Holpa
elxev oD LeQyiov émoLelto Kol LeQyLdtag wvopalev opolws. Katl fv pév avtols 1) €o1s kat 1) otdotc kad’ fpéoav avlopévn
TE KOl KQATALOVEVT] KOl TAG HLXQAG LEQdAS eig domovdov ExBoav kablotwoa. Xpdvw d¢ Votegov Bavatw tov Bilov
KkataoteéPavtog LeQylov, £l TOOOVTOV oL ToUToL pabnTal eic TV mEog ToLg Bavitag dveppdynoav Laxnyv, ws ovkETL
Abyols katl Aowoolals, dAAX kal xeootv kat Eideotv kotveaOarl v €owv kal MoALV povov twv Bavitwv gunvat. Emerodtel
Yo 1) pepic Legylov t@ te mANBet kat OTL TG €V AUTOLG OTALTIKNG dUVAREWS O AQXWV TI) dOEN TRooaTékALveY LeQyiov,
Kal av eig TéAog, woTep NV &&ov, ol Bavitatl 11O TV OHODOEWV KAt OHOPVAWY XeRWV wAoBevBnoay, el pr| tic Aeddotog
Ovopa, dvooePT)s el katl T &AAAoG TV Ognokeloy, oLVEKDONHOG LeQYiov AeyOuevog, TOV POVoV OEEwS QéovTa AVETXEV TE
Kkat avékopev AAAoLS Te TOAAOIS allVALOLG AOYOLS KAl TO KOLVT) CUVOLOOV EL0TYOUUEVOS, PALEVOS TE KAl DIATELVOLLEVOS Kol
TOAAOLS KataokevAlwv €QY0LS Kal AGYOLS TO TTQOTELVOUEVOV' WG EKATEQX LLEQIS TG AVTAG eloV BAAOTIUATA OTIOQAS KAl
Tolg avtolg €0eot cuvnLERBNoaY, Kat Ko TV diatrtav elxov kat Opovola megletelXiCovto ovdEV Uéya TEQL TV
apPBarAopévwy otaotlovTes, Kl TOUTO EKQATEL XQOVOLS TIOAAOLS HEXOL THS TOD daokaAov Legyiov avadelfews, katl
@G OV XQT) OV UEV 0DV TNV €V TOOOVTOLS XQOVOLS CUUTIVOLAV TE KAl ouvadelay eig alpata kal opayas dAvoal, ovde Tovg
£lg aUTA ToL KALQLA KAl VOV OUVIULEVOUG TE Kal OHOPEOVODVTAG dld TIVAG TTIROOPATWS AvaQoLToDeions dadoag we
éteportiotoug mavTeAws Kal dBéoug eig Tov dux Eipoug dAeOoov adedws magaméuney. AAA” 6 pév TolovTolg TIol drpact
OV KAt AAANAWY —wg lBe ur) wpedev: ov yap av 6 PuxdAeBpog mAeiovg emeveunn Yuxac— éotnoe pdvov.

Patriarch Photios, Aujynoic e veopavovs twv Mavixaiwv avapracticews, ed. Ch. Astruc et al., “Les sources grecques pour
I'histoire des Pauliciens d’Asie Mineure”, Travaux et Mémoires 4 (1970), pp. 163.31-167.10.

Chronological Table

mid-8th c.: Baanes is born in Armenia.
before 778: Baanes studies under Joseph-Epaphroditos.
soon after 778; Baanes becomes the sixth teacher of the Paulicians.

between 800/801 and 834/5: Baanes passes away, probably in Kynochorion



