IAPYMA MEIZONOX EAAHNIXMOY
Authoring :
Translation :
For citation :

<http://www.ehw.ar/l.aspx?id=7377>

Summary :

Emperor of Trebizond, born into the family of the Grand Komnenoi. In September 1332 he overthrew Manuel |1 Grand Komnenos and ascended the
throne, which he held until his death, in 1340.

Date and Place of Birth
first quarter of the 14" c., Trebizond
Date and Place of Death
April the 6!, 1340, Trebizond

Main Role
Emperor of Trebizond (1332-1340)

1. Biography

Basil Grand Komnenos was the son of the emperor of Trebizond, Alexios Il Grand Komnenos (1297-1330), and of the daughter of
the Laz ruler Bekha Jageli, («I1excdu» in the Greek sources), a subject to the king of Georgia. He was a consanguine brother of
Eudokia Grand Komnene and Andronikos I11 Grand Komnenos (1330-1332). He also had three half-siblings, Michael Anachoutlou,
Anna Anachoutlou (1341-1342) and George Achpougas. Basil got married twice: in 13361 he got married to Eirene Palaiologina, the
illegitimate daughter of Emperor Andronikos 111 Palaiologos (1328-1341), in order to improve the relations with the government of
Constantinople, while in 1339 he married Eirene of Trebizond, a descendant of alocal aristocratic family. Basil, athough being
married to Eirene Palaiologina, was cohabiting with Eirene of Trebizond, who had two sons with, Alexios and John; the second was
the future emperor Alexios I11 Grand Komnenos (1349-1390).2 Arter their marriage Eirene of Trebizond gave birth to two
daughters, Theodora and Maria.

In September 1332 Basil overthrew his nephew, Manuel 11 Grand Komnenos (January-September 1332), and ascended to the
throne of Trebizond. He died on April 6, 1340.3 He was a commissioner of the Soumela Monastery and he is considered to have
been the of the church of St. Basil in Trebizond.*

2. Ascension to the Throne

On September 22, 1332, Basil Grand Komnenos, amidst the internal turmoil that prevailed after the death of the Emperor Alexios |,
ascended to the throne, having overthrowed the legal heir Manuel 11 Grand Komnenos, whom he held in detention and later
assassinated. The overthrow of Manuel 11 was directly supported by the powerful Scholarios family of Trebizond and the court of
Constantinople, where Basil had escaped during the reign of his brother, Andronikos 111 Grand Komnenos (1330-1332).

3. The Reign

There is scant information on the reign of Basil Grand Komnenos (1332-1340). At first, he tried to restore the interna balance of the
Empire of Trebizond, previously achieved by Alexios |1, by taking strict measures against the members of local aristocracy. He
ordered the nation of the Lekes Tzatzintzaios and his son, the Tzamba, and convicted his wife,
the megal e doukaina Syrikaina to be stoned to death.

In July of 1336 he successfully repelled the Turkmen raid under Sheikh Hassan. On March 3 of the following year the people of
Trebizond revolted on the occasion of the solar eclipse. However, the main reasons for the revolt were the tough rule of Basil and his
attitude towards Empress Eirene Palaiologina. On the other hand, his cohabitation with Eirene of Trebizond while he was still married
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to Eirene Palaiologina as well as their subsequent wedding caused the intensive reaction in Constantinople, particularly on the part of
the patriarch of Constantinople, Isaiah (1332-1347), and the historian Nikephoros Gregoras.

1. The compilersof the Eyxvrionaideia tov Hovuaxod Elnvicuot (Encyclopaedia of the Pontic Hellenism) suggest that Basil wasfirst married in
1335; see 'empy1adng, ©. (ed.), Eyxvriomaideia tov Iovriaxod EAAnviouod. O Ilévrog. Iotopia, Aaoypagio kor Holimioués 1 (Thessaloniki 1991), p.
123,

2. John took the name “Alexios’ by his ascension to the throne of Trebizond. Thus, heisknown as Alexios 11 Grand Komnenos; see Miller, W.,
Trebizond. The Last Greek Empire (London 1926), p. 55.

3. Itisbelieved that Basil’s death was caused by hisfirst wife, Eirene Palaiologina; see Miller, W., Trebizond. The Last Greek Empire (London 1926),
p. 46.

4. Bryer, A. — Winfield, D., The Byzantine Monuments and Topography of the Pontos | (Dumbarton Oaks Studies 20, Washington D.C. 1985), p. 220.
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Glossary :
donor

Whoever subscribes, financialy, to the errection of acertain structure (monument etc). In the case of the buildings, donors might lawfully relate to
them viaaspecial connection (usufruct or other).

megas domestikos
Supreme military commander of the imperial army. High-ranking title which was generally given to close relatives of the emperor.
megas doukas

The commander of the Byzantine fleet (from 1092 onwards). In the Late Byzantine period, the title of the megas doukas was assigned
to the highest officials of the imperial administration/army.
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Quotations

Nikephoros Gregoras' account of Basil Grand Komnenos

1. Ev tovtw 1@ éaot kat BaoiAelog, 6 g ToameCovvtog v é£ovoiav deCwopévog, voow Poaxela Tov Blov améAimey. olpat ¢ tig
Beopnvia Tov Plov tovtov éEaidvng EEnyayev. Elpnvr) yao 1) to0 BaciAéws Buyatol CLUVOLKNOAS €T OULKQOV VOUIHWS OHOD Kal
dkalwg, HETA Ye TG AVNKoVOTG OHOPEOTUVNG KAl CwPEooUVNG, elTa TOVG YALKOUG HETEVIVOXEV EQWTAG E1G ETAQDA TV,
KaAovpévny kait tavtnv Elprjvnv. kait tavtn Aotmov a0 éopws pryvOopevog eig Hioog ETQATETO THG VOOV, TOD d& XQOVoU
TEOPBAIVOVTOG OQWV OVK AVEXOHEVNV TNV PACIADA TO TOD MEAYUATOS ATOTIOV, AAA” EMIBOwHEVNV 0VQAVOV TE Kal YTV Kal maowv
EayyéAAovoav to ¢ kadilag mve, éENAaoe kal TNg avOevTikh¢ olkiag avTRv. Tadxa d av kal Odvatov émmveykev avTh) Biatov,
el ur) €dedieL TOV dMHOV, 0PodEWS KT avToL dU' avTO Ye TouTl B0QUPROVHEVOV Te Kal otaotdlovia. v HévToL Tals Legais DUvEdlaig
KAl TOIG TOUTIKOLS OEATQOLS TWV AV YLOLKWV €00tV BaotAeiov kat Eigrivng 1) pvrun v evdmnuiav ékgodtet kavtedOev
€MANIQ0V TNV Te €QwTIKT|V €deoty 6 BaoiAelog éavtoy, kal Apa TV ToL dfjpov (1)TNnoLy, TEOoTOLOVHEVOS TO AavOAveLy dux Thg
opwvLpiag: wg kal vodiav di tavta yevéoDat, Aaboalais émiBovAais T factAidog Eipivne ovpprvat @ Baoideio tov
Bavatov. teAevtrioavtog & Opwe €0’ obTws elt’ Ekeivws avtoy, eloNABDe pév 1) vopuog éketvr ovluyog Elprivn peta mdong g
BaoAknc éEovolag eig T pacidewa: €ENAaoce O EkelBev eDOVG TV OUWVUHOV EV, AAAOTOLOTOOTIOV D¢ Kal Ttapavopov Baoiteiov
ovluyov: kat pévtot kat ko) Ymdw twv Teamelovvtiwy é£60L0TOV TéUTEL TOOG TO BulAVvTioV dua TOIG TéKkVOoLS.

Nicephori Gregorae, Byzantina Historia 1, ed. Bekker, I. — Schopen, L. (CSHB Bonn 1829), pp. 548-550.
Basil Grand Komnenos' reign according to Panaretos' chronicle

Kata d¢ tov Zentéupotov pnva kf, nuéa y’, ivdktiwvos o, étovg cwpa’, NABev 6 péyac Kouvnvog kv BaoiAeilog ék g
KwvotavtivoumoAews, viog pev tov peydAov Kopvnvos tob kvgod AAe&ilov, adeAdog d¢ devTepog kKUE Avdgovikov, kai magéAafe
T0 Baoideov: Ote kai Tov péyav dovkav, Aéknv tov TCatlivtlaiov, kal TOV VIOV aUTOD, TOV péyav dopéotikov Tov TCaumav, ToD
NV ameotéenoe, Tov 8¢ AvePlov adToD kDE MavounA €meQLaoLoe, TNV d¢ peyaAnv dovkatvav tv Zvolkawvav EABaocav. Ev d¢ 1@
Depoovagie unvika’, Nuéoq a’ g OpBodoling, ¢ avty cwua’ Etet, VOKTIOVOG o, TapaxOels O Ektopiag péyoag dovE Twavvng,
godpayn 0 k0 MavounA paxaioaq.

Mnvi Zenteppoiw (B, Nuéoa Y/, ivdktiwvog &, étoug ,cwpd’, NABev 1) déomowva kvpa Eipnyvn 1 TTaAaoAoyiva, 1) Ouyatno kdo
Avdoovikov to0 ITaAatoAdyov, kai eig Ta L' TOL AUTOD PNVOg, Néoa o, eDAOYN 0T TOV PaoiAéa kD BaoiAelov.

Kata d¢ mv &’ 100 TovAiov unvag, étovg ,cwud’, 1A0ev 6 Lixacdvng, 6 viog tov Tapagtdon, eig v ToameCovvTa, kaiyéyove
TMOAEHOG gi¢ TOV Axdvtakav Tov dyiov Knovkov kai eic tov MivOgiov: kai Oeov e0dorkovVTog Etodmr DToBevyLog kal éduyev, bte
£€0Kk0TON 6 Avtovoaiung, 6 vViog Tov Povotaun.

Mnvi Magtiw v/, fuéoa f’ s apxXtvnotipov e ayiag W, éyéveto ExAeupig tov 1Alov anod doag d éws doag U kat Etadyx O 1o
KOLVOV kKt To0 PaciAéws, dote kait éEwBev ToL KovAa cuvaxBévteg AtBoug éovoav eig avTOV, ETOvg ,CwHE'.

Mnvi Oktwpolw &, ivdiktiwvog C/, €étoug ,cwul’, éyevviOn 6 Kopvnvog koo Twdvvng, 6 émovopaocBeic AAEEL0G, 6 LIOG TOV KUQ
BaoAelov 0 devtegoc.

EvAoyn0n 6 Baoidetc 6 k0 Baoideiog v éx ToameCovvtog déomowvav kvpav Eiprjvnyv unvi TovAie 1, €toug ,cwud’.

‘ExoiuniOn 6 Baoidets k0 BaoiAetog 6 péyag Kopvnvog unvi Anoidio eic ta ¢/, nuéoa &/, tvdiktiwvog 1)/, €touvg Gy’

Aapidng, O. (ed.), «MixanA tov Iavagétov mepi twv MeydAwv Kopvnvwv», Apxeiov ITévtov 22 (1958), pp. 64-65.
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Chronological Table

first quarter of 14% centu ry: birth of Basil Grand Komnenos
before September 22, 1332: Manuel II Grand Komnenos is overthrown
September 22, 1332: Basil is proclaimed emperor

after September 22, 1332: assassinations of Manuel II Grand Komnenos, Lekes Tzatzintzaios, Tzamba Tzatzintzaios and Syrikaina by
order of Basil

1336: Basil marries Eirene Palaiologina. The Tiirkmen raid against Trebizond territory and withdraw immediately
after 1336: birth of Alexios and John, sons of Basil and his mistress, Eirene of Trebizond

March 3, 1337: the people of Trebizond revolt against Basil Grand Komnenos on the occasion of the solar eclipse.
1339: second marriage of Basil to Eirene of Trebizond.

after 1339: birth of Theodora and Maria, daughters of Basil and Eirene of Trebizond.

April 6, 1340: Basil Grand Komnenos dies in Trebizond. Eirene Palaiologina is proclaimed empress.

Auxiliary Catalogs
List of the Grand Komnenoi (emperors of Trebizond)

Alexios I (1204 -1222)
Andronikos I (Gidon) (1222 - 1235)
John I (Axouchos) (1235 -1238)
Manuel II (1238 -1263)
Andronikos II (1263 -1266)
George (Planos) (1266 - 1280)
John II (1280 -1285)

Theodora (1285)

John II (again 1285 - 1297)
Alexios IT (1297 -1230)
Andronikos IIT (1330 -1332)

Manuel II (1332)
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Basil (1332 -1340)

Eirene Palaiologina (1340 - 1341)
Anna (Anachoutlou) (1341-1342)
John 1T (1342-1344)

Michael (1344 -1349)

Alexios III (1349 - 1390)

Manuel IIT (1390 -1417)

Alexios IV (1417 - 1429)

John IV (1429 - 1458)

Alexios V (1458)

David (1458-1461, 1463 +)
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