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Summary :

A descendant of an aristocratic family of Trebizond and the wife of emperor Basil Grand Komnenos. In September 1351 she led a campaign against
Constantine Doranites, who was amilitary commander at Limnia. Eirene of Trebizond is considered to be the founder of the church of the monastery
of Theotokos Theoskepastos. She died after 1381.

Other Names

Eirene Grand Komnene, Eudokia (?)
Date and Place of Birth

first half of the 14" century, Trebizond
Date and Place of Death

after 1381, Trebizond (?)

Main Role
Empress of Trebizond 1340-1341

1. Eirene of Trebizond and Basil Grand Komnenos

Eirene of Trebizond was a descendant of an aristocratic family of Trebizond. In 1339 she married with the emperor Basil Grand
Komnenos (1332-1340). She had already been living together with Basil before his divorce with Eirene Palaiologina and had
produced two sons, Alexios and John, who later became emperor of Trebizond under the name Alexios |1l Grand Komnenos

(1349-1390), whereas after the wedding she had two daughters, Theodora and Maria

The cohabitation of Eirene of Trebizond with the married Basil, as well as their subsequent wedding, caused great reactions in the
political circles of Constantinople, expressed mainly by the patriarch John X1V Kalekas (1334-1337) and the scholar Nikephoros
Gregoras. In 1340, after the death of Basil Grand Komnenos and the rising to the throne of his ex-wife, Eirene Palaiologina (1340-
1341), Eirene of Trebizond and her children were expul sed from the palace and were forced to move to Constantinople.

2. Information concerning Eirene of Trebizond under Alexios I Grand Komnenos

In December 1349 Eirene came back to Trebizond along with her son John, who on the 12th of the same month ascended to the

imperia throne? In September 1351, among the measures taken by the emperor to end the consecutive conflicts between the
members of the aristocracy, Eirene led a campaign against Constantine Doranites, who was the of Limnia.

We meet Eirene again in the year 1381, in the baptismal ceremony of her grandson, the son of Alexios I11, future emperor of
Trebizond Manuel 111 Basil Grand Komnenos (1390-1417).

Eirene of Trebizond is considered to be the founder of the church of the monastery of Theotokos Theoskepastos.®

1. When John assumed the throne he took the name of Alexios, thisiswhy heisknown as Alexios |11 Grand Komnenos. See Miller, W., Trebizond,
the Last Greek Empire (London 1926), p. 55.

2. John rose to the throne of Trebizond after the resign of Michael Grand Komnenos (1341/1344-1349) and his retirement to the cloister of Saint
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Savvas. The emperor Michael was forced to resign by the internal disputes and the repetitive raids of the Turcomans he faced. See Ahrweiler, E.,
«Avtokpartopia g Tpoarelovvtac», in: Iotopia tov ELAnvikod EOvovg @' Yotepofvlavtivoi ypovor (1204-1453) (ABnva 1980), p. 334.

3. Inthe narthex of the church of the monastery there were the images of Alexios 11 Grand Komnenos, his wife Theodora Cantakouzene and Eirene of
Trebizond, who held amodel of the templein her hands. In 1834 the portrait of Eirene of Trebizond was replaced by the portrait of the despot
Andronikos Komnenos. See Bryer, A. — Winfield, D., The Byzantine Monuments and Topography of the Pontos 7 (Washington D.C. 1985), p. 244.
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Glossary :
archon

Term that designates agovernor in general. When it is not used in atechnical sense, it denotes members of the aristocracy, high officers of the
byzantine empire and it is even used for independent princes.

Sources
Aapidng, O. (ed.), «MixaniA tov Iavagétov mepl twv MeydAwv Kopvnvawv», Apxeiov ITévtov 22 (1958), pp. 1-124.

Rosengqvist, J. O. (ed.), The Hagiographic Dossier of St Eugenios of Trebizond in Codex Athous Dionysiou 154. A critical edition with introduction,
translation, commentary and indexes (Studia Byzantina Upsaliensia 5, Uppsala 1996).

Auxiliary Catalogs

List of the Emperors of Trebizond
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Alexios I (1204 -1222)
Andronikos I (Gidon) (1222 - 1235)
John I (Axouchos) (1235 -1238)
Manuel IT (1238 -1263)
Andronikos II (1263 -1266)
George (Planos) (1266 - 1280)
John II (1280 -1285)

Theodora (1285)

John II (1285 - 1297)

Alexios IT (1297 -1230)
Andronikos III (1330 -1332)
Manuel II (1332)

Basil (1332 -1340)

Eirene Palaiologina (1340 - 1341)
Anna (Anachoutlou) (1341-1342)
John IIT (1342-1344)

Michael (1344 -1349)

Alexios IIT (1349 - 1390)

Manuel IIT (1390 -1417)

Alexios IV (1417 - 1429)

John IV (1429 - 1458)

Alexios V (1458)

David (1458-1461, +1463)
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