IAPYMA MEIZONOX EAAHNIXMOY
Authoring :
Translation :
For citation :

<http://www.ehw.gr/l.aspx?id=10363>

Summary :

In several secular buildings of Aphrodisias mosaics have been found, dating to the second half of the the 4th and to the 5th century. Most of them
are purely geometric, but there are also some with animal representations. Although the mosaics discovered are not of an excellent quality, thistype
of luxurious decoration implies a period of development and prosperity in Aphrodisias during these years.

Date
second half of the 4th c. and 5th c.
Geographical Location

Aphrodisias of Caria

1. Descriptions — Chronology
1.1. The Complex to the North of the Temple of Aphrodite

The mosaics in the ‘ Complex to the North of the Temple of Aphrodite’ include the of the passage and the mosaics with
geometric motifs in the northern and southern room. There is aso a hunting scene in the southern room and a figure considered the
personification of a season in the northern room. A coin of 375-392 discovered in the southern room marks the terminus ante quem
for all three floors. After comparing them with mosaics in Antioch and Sardis, the main researcher Sheila Campbell dated them to the

years 350-375.1

1.2. Bishop's Palace

Mosaics have been discovered in the northern arched room and the two rooms of the western side of the so-called ‘Bishop's
Palace’ . The decoration of the first room follows the technique of opus sectile, while the two other rooms are decorated with
geometric motifs. These mosaics, due to their similarity in style with those of the previous group, are dated to 350-375. Two

fragments from awall painting representing the Charites (the Three Graces) and a Nike were also found.?

1.3. Four-Gate House
Mosaics with geometric motifs were found in the northern room of the ‘ Four-Gate House' of Aphrodisias, while scenes with animals

were found in the southern room: alion with a bull, atiger with a snake, a dog with a hare and a bird, a leopard with adeer. They are
dated to the early 5th century due to their thematical affinity with mosaics of the same period in Sardis.

1.4. Roman Basilica

The ‘Roman Basilica is decorated with geometric mosaics, which, thanks to the discovery of an inscription, were dated to the years
of Flavius Constantine, between 365 and 380.

1.5. The Priest’s House

The mosaics of the ‘Priest’s House' were found in seven different spaces and all consist of geometric compositions. They are dated
to the mid- or the late 5t century due to their themes and style.

2. I conographical Comments
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According to the analysis of Ernst Kitzinger regarding the themes of the late antiquity mosaic decorations, the first early Christian
mosaics, dated to c. 300, cover small areas and consist of purely geometric patterns arranged in panels. In the late 4th century the
first geometric "carpets’ appear, with their geometric pattern covering the entire floor. In the 5th-6th century zoomorphic
representations are preferred, with the artists reproducing scenes from the wildlife. According to their iconography, the mosaic
"carpets' of Aphrodisias have been dated to the transitional phase between the geometric compositions and the scenes with animals.
Some motifs that we find in the mosaics of Aphrodisias, such as the swastika and Solomon’s knot, probably served as apotropaic
symbols.* The repetitive presence of the same motifs on the floor probably aimed to multiply the power of these magic symbols, so
that the faithful would be better protected. The zoomorphic themes of the mosaics in Aphrodisias belong to the same spiritual and
artistic atmosphere as do the literary works of the early Byzantine period, in which scenes of the Creation dominate and the animals

assume alegorical meanings. The symbolic and alegorical character of the animalsis present in mosaic representations as well S
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opus sectile, the
Technique of floor or wall decoration. Thin pieces of polychrome marble are carved or joined so that a decorative motif could be depicted.



