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[Mepiinym :
Constantine Maleinos was born at the end of the 9™ or the beginning of the 101 century, possibly in Cappadocia. He was member of a powerful

family of the military aristocracy of AsiaMinor situated in the theme of Charsianon. He reached the summit of his career in the middle of the 101
century, when he held the office of strategos; he was also member of the Senate and he was honored with thetitle of patrikios. He participated in
the battle of Andrasusin 960. He died at the end of the 960’s in Cappadocia

Tomoc ko Xpovog ['évvmong

end of the 9" - beginning of the 10" century, possiby Cappadocia
Tomog ko Xpovog Govitov

end of the 960’s (most probably 968), Cappadocia

Kopua [d10mnta

Military official

1. Biography

Constantine Maleinos was a scion of one of the most prominent families of the military aristocracy of Asia Minor, situated in the
region of Cappadocia, in the theme of Charsianon. He was born at the end of the 9" or the beginning of the 10t century. His
birthplace is not mentioned in the sources but it must have been Cappadocia, where his family held great fortune® and he spent the
greatest part of hislife. Asascion of an aristocratic family, his upbringing must have been thorough, focusing on military training, as
can beinferred from his later career. His father was Eudokimos Maleinos, while his mother Anastaso was a member of the
aristocratic Andralestos family. Among his six siblings, the most famous were saint Michael Maleinos (whose fortune Constantine
acquired when his brother became a monk) and Sophia, wife of Bardas Phokas and mother of the later emperor Nikephoros |1
Phokas. He had a son named Eustathios. In his son’s house in Charsianon, his relative Bardas Phokas was proclaimed emperor

(August 15, 987) when he rebelled against the imperial power.

His exact date of death is not mentioned in the sources but it must be placed at the end of the 960’s, most probably in 968, in the
region of Cappadocia, where he served as

2. Military career

Little information about the political and military career of Constantine Maleinos can be found in the sources, especialy in the Life of

his brother Michael.2 It is certain that he was honored with the title of and that he was a member of the Senate. His military
career reached its summit in 955, at the time of Constantine V11 Porphyrogennetos (945-959), when he succeeded his nephew Leo
Phokas in the office of strategos of Cappadocia, an office he maintained for a long time, most probably until 968.2 The prominent
place of hisfamily among the aristocratic families of Asia Minor and the close relationship of his brother Michag! to the emperor
Nikephoros Il must have been the reasons why he maintained his office for such along time, along with his experience in the war of
maneuvers on the eastern frontier.# In November 960, Constantine Maleinos, as the strategos of Cappadocia, participated (along
with Leo Phokas, of the West) and shined in the battle of Andrasus, the great victory of the Byzantines
against the Hamdanid of Aleppo Sayf ad-Dawlah, who had invaded the lands of Asia Minor. It has been presumed that
Constantine Maleinos is identified with ibn al-Mala ini, who, according to the arab sources, failed to repel the attack of the troops of

Sayf ad-Dawlah to Ikonion in 962.°
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1. Cheynet, J.-C., Pouvoir et contestations a Byzance (963-1210) (Byzantina Sorbonensia 9, Paris 1990), p. 214.
2. Petit, L., “Vie de saint Michel Maleinos’, Revue de I’ Orient Chretien 7 (1902), p. 551.6-14.

3. A seal dating back to the 101 century mentions one Constantine, protospatharios and strategos of Cappadocia, most probably identified with
Constantine Maleinos. See BAvcidov, B. — Kovvtodpa-T'akdkn, E. — Aapmdkng, . — Aovyyng, T. — Zappidng, A., H Mikpd Acio twv Oeudrwv. Epsoveg
AV GTIV YEWYPAPIKT PVOLOYVWOULO. KoL TPOTWTOYpapia twv foloviivay Osudrwv tne Mikpag Aciag (7°°-11°¢ ar.) (Ivetirodto Bulovtvdv
Epevvdv/Emotnpovikh Bipiodnkn 1, Athens 1998), p. 442 nr. 12.

4. Thelong experience of Constantine Maleinosin the war of maneuvers is mentioned in ITepi ITapadpouris Ioléuov, ahandbook of war tactics of the

end of the 10" century. The unknown author mentions Constantine as one of hisinstructors. See ITept [lapodpopic Holéuov, Dennis, G. T. (ed.),
Three Byzantine Military Treatises (Corpus Fontium Historiae Byzantinae 25, Washington D.C. 1985), proem, 37-41.

5. Cheynet, J.-C., “Les Phokas’, in Dagron, G. — Mihaescu, H. (eds.), Le traite sur la guerila (De velitatione) de|’empereur Nicephore Phokas (963-
969) (Paris 1986), pp. 309-310.
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Nwoocdp1o :

domestikos ton scholon
Commander of the regiment of scholae. Thefirst officer with thistitle appearsin 767/8. In the 10th C the domesticos became very powerful among the
army of the themata; in mid-10th C the office was divided in two, domestikoi ton scholon of the East and those of the West, commandersin chief of
the eastern and the western provinces” army respectively.
emir
(from Arabic amir) Emir meaning "commander" or "general”, later also "prince". Also ahigh title of nobility or officein some Turkic historical states.
patrikios
(from lat. patricius) Higher title of honour, placed, according to the "Tactika" of the Sth and the 10th centuries, between anthypatos and
protospatharios. It was given to the most important governors and generals. Gradually, however, it fell into disuse and from the 12th
century did not exist any more.
strategos (“genera")
During the Roman period his duties were mainly political. Office of the Byzantine state’s provincial administration. At first the title was given to the

military and political administrator of the themes, namely of the big geographic and administrative unities of the Byzantine empire. Gradually thetitle
lost its power and, already in the 11th century, strategoi were turned to simple commanders of military units, responsible for the defence of aregion.

Inyeg

Zuvexiotal @codpavoug, Xpovoypadia ovyypadeioa ex npootdyuatoc Kwvotavtivov tov gprAoxpiotov xat mopdvpoyevvitov deamdTov,
Bekker, I. (ed.), Theophanes Continuatus, Joannes Cameniata, Symeon Magister, Georgius Monachus (Corpus Scriptorum Historiae Byzantinae,
Bonn 1838), pp. 479.15-480.1.

Iepi mapadpounc moAépuov, Dennis, G.T. (ed.), Three Byzantine Military Treatises (Corpus Fontium Historiae Byzantinae 25, Washington DC
1985), proem, 37-41.

[Mopabépato

A contemporary chronographer refers to the participation of Constantine Maleinos in the battle of Andrasus (960):

0 0¢ matpikiog kait dopéortikog s Eag ék mpoowmov tov adeAdov avtol mepdOeic €V T AVATOAT) dLX TO U] €VEELV TOV dOeov
Xappdav aokémaotov v avatoAnv kal EAdoatl kovgoa kat alxpadwtioal kat moawevoat v Pwpaiknv ynv. kal évwOeic @
otoatny@ Kanmadokiog Kwvotavtive 1@ matokico MaAeive kat Tolg AOLmolg 0TeaTnyoils HETA TOV TAYUATWY, Kol TV
€xotoatelary T00 AAALOVOG ETUTUXWYV LG TOV TOTIOV AVOQAOOOV AeYOUEVOV, CUUPAAWV KATA KQATOG VEVIKTKE, Kol KATATOAEUTOAG
Kat eig pvynv toévac.

Zuvexotal @eopavoug, Xpovoypadia cvyypadeioa ek mpootdyuatos Kwvotavtivov tov ¢piloxpioTov kat moppupoyevvitov SeamoTov,
Bekker, I. (ed.), Theophanes Continuatus, Joannes Cameniata, Symeon Magister, Georgius Monachus (Corpus Scriptorum Historiae Byzantinae,
Bonn 1838), pp. 479.15-480.1.
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Praise of Constantine Maleinos' generalship in a military handbook of the end of the 10th c.:
o’ 00 Kal Npelg TavTnVy youvaoBévteg v péBodov v TadTne Kav moows nageAGpapev meigav. meog toute kal Kovotavtivog
[ateixiog, @ MaAeivog énicAnoig, xodvoug mAelotoug Kammadokwv otoatnynoag kal tadtnv ouveQyov Exwv, ovk EAdxLota

ATERYAOATO KatopBwpata.

Ilepi mapadpounc moAépuov, Dennis, G.T. (ed.), Three Byzantine Military Treatises (Corpus Fontium Historiae Byzantinae 25, Washington DC
1985), proem, 37-41.

Xpovoroylo

end of 9"/beginning of 10™ century: Birth of Constantine Maleinos, most probably in Cappadocia
955: Appointment of Constantine Maleinos as strategos of the theme of Cappadocia

November 960: Constantine Maleinos participates in the battle of Andrasus against the Arabs
962: Presumable defeat of Constantine Maleinos by the emir of Aleppo

end of 960’s (most probably 968): Death of Constantine Maleinos



