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Summary :

A famine which was caused by climatic changes and afflicted Antioch and Coele-Syria for approximately one year, from 384 until
385. During the same period an unidentified epidemic afflicted the city, which decimated a large number of the already exhausted
by the famine inhabitants.

Date

384-385

Geographical Location

Antioch on the Orontes (province of Coele-Syria)

1. Outbrake of the famine

A famine which lasted for almost one year afflicted Antioch on the Orontes from 384 until 385. Meanwhile an unidentified epidemic
appeared in the city causing many victims. More specifically, an unusually long drought had stroke the whole area of the
Mediterranean basin already from 383. The damage to the grain cultivations had resulted into the decrease of production and

consequently to the limited availability of these products and the abrupt increase of their price.!

2. Confrontation, reactions

In order to secure that the financially weaker urban masses would be able to purchase bread, the governor of Coele-Syriaregulated a
specific, low price for the selling of this kind of foodstuff. This, however, had the opposite result, since bakers had to buy their
feedstock in a higher price than the one they had to sell the final product. Thus, they massively abandoned the city, in which a sudden
famine broke out.

3. Crisis management

The bad climatological conditions continued also during the winter of 384/385 when heavy and lengthy rains destroyed the grain
harvest once again. Meanwhile, an unidentified epidemic broke out in Antioch and decimated a large number of the, already
exhausted from the famine, inhabitants. Its duration was apparently not long. After an intervention of the local and famous

orator Libanius, a compromise was achieved between the administration and the bakers, ending the crisisin a short ti me.”

1. Downey, G., A History of Antioch in Syria from Seleucus to the Arab Conquest (Princeton 1961), p. 420.

2. Our information concerning the crisis derives from speeches of Libanius, Orat. | 226-227, 233, XXVII 3, 6, 14, 27, XXX 2-7. Cf. A.M. Jones, Later
Roman Empire. A Social, Economic, and Administrative Survey, 2, p. 810.
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Glossary :
senator, the (1. Roman, 2. Byzantine)

1. A Roman body of men that originally advised the king and then the consuls; Heredity was not the only means of joining the senate and “ new men”
or novi homines could become part of it; Augustus revised the senate and | eft the body with |ess power and bolstered hereditary claims as a means to
enter the senate; it continued to make laws and conferred powers on new emperors.

2. Member of the senate. The senate, aroman institution transferred from Rome to Constantinople by Constantine | during the Byzantine period was
an advisory body whose rights and responsibilities were not clearly defined. It was consisted of imperial officers coming from the upper and were
ranked according to hierarchical levels: viri illustri (perfectus praetoriae and the magister), viri spectabili (proconsul, vicarius and the comes), viri
clarissimi (consul praetoriae) and viri perfectissimi (praeses and duces). Since the 6th c. AD anew title was established for the upper officers (viri
gloriosi). The yearsthat followed officials were entitled to officers regardless their position as senators or if they were about to be admitted to this
body.

Sources

Libanius, Orat. I 226-227, 233, XXVII 3, 6, 14, 27, XXIX 2-7 in Foerster, R. (ed.), Libanii opera, vols. 1.1, 2 (Leipzig, 1.1:1903; 2:1904; repr. O.
Hildesheim 1963) [on the first speech, see also Norman, A. F. (ed.) Libanius Autobiography (Oratio I), (Oxford 1965)].

Quotations
Libanius on the famine of 384 in Antioch

1. 00106 év Alp@ KatetAfideL TV TOALWV. TOUTOV pellw TOV ALUOV EMOLOVY Al KATA TWV OLTOTOLWV anetAal. £10” ol pév amododvteg
€o0wlov £aVTovg, RETOG D¢ OVDANOD, TLEOD ¢ EATIDEG, KAl KAKWGS O’ &v moujoeLe TO TelviV. 1) HEV 0DV TTOALS 0VdEV Diédee
XEWALOPEVNG VEWG, EYw & ELODQAUWY T TOV AQXOVTA LETX TTOVOL HEV, Tatw O’ ovV PAaBeoav PprAovetkiav. amiotio d& eiye
TOUG OLTOTOLOVG, (G OVX.

aAdoovtat pavévteg, kal &naocat VTOoXE0ELS AoOEVEIS ATV (ARG TG EUNG. (227.) we d¢ elmov detv Bapelv ékPaidvtac to déog
KalfKev 00TOG €1g T QN Te KAl TS VATIAG 0 Adyog, oAy QO £0TEQAS €V TOIG ATV €KAOTOG, Kol TOAYUA OVK &V EATILO0EV Ewbev
£WOATO, DOOHOG OVDEIS U GOTOVG: alTiov d¢ T0 MATNB0Gg avT@V. TovTo peta e Tvxne memoaxBal pot painv &v. dLo TV
EAELTOVQYNKOTWV XONOLUWTEQOS EKEKQLUNV T TOAEL TOVG HEV YaQ €V owlopévn memomnofat ) TOAeL TV damavny, O’ EUoD d¢
avtnv oceocwodat

Libanius, Orat. I 226-227, R. Foerster (ed.), Libanii opera 1.1.

2. "EteQoV Tolvuv dicovoaTe. ToL ALUOD TV TOALY ULV MTWXWV EUTENMANKOTOS, MV OL HEV €K TV AYQWV AVEOTNOAV OUK 0VOTG
avTolC 00dE MOAG &V YE XELUWVL, Ol d& TMOAELS TG VTV kataAeAolmeoay, kal Bondeing avTolg Tvog €k TOD dikaoTNELOL TTAQX TG
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EvpoAniov prdavBowniag edonuévng magakaAoOpevog O €UOL TEOG T AVTA devOV elvat AéyovTog, el TNG EAGTTOVOS AQXNG 1
pelCwv €v TolovTw Kalp® Paveltat xelpwv,

Libanius, Orat. XXVII, 6, R. Foerster (ed.), Libanii opera 2.



