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[Mepiinym :

The school at the Church of St. Tryphon of Nicaeawas founded in 1255 by Emperor Theodore || Laskaris on the occasion of the church’s
inauguration ceremony. It was the only school in the Empire of Nicaea exclusively maintained by state subsidies. It had two departments (grammar
and rhetoric) and approximately six students. Operation was suspended shortly after the death of Theodore Il (1258).
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1. Foundation and Operation of the School

As part of the wider policy of the Laskaris dynasty of reorganising educational structures and favoring the study of sciencesin the
Empire of Nicaea, Emperor Theodore Il Laskaris made a significant contribution. The new emperor aimed to continue the work of
his father, John |11 Vatatzes, in the field of letters. Therefore, immediately after he ascended the throne (1254) he promoted the
foundation of a state school for high studies. The school was founded beside the Church of St. Tryphon, near Lake Ascania; the
church was inaugurated around 1255 by Theodore |1 in honour of the martyr and patron saint of Nicaea St. Tryphon.

Information about the foundation and operation of the school is mainly derived from the emperor’ s correspondence and Synopsis
Chronike of Theodore Skoutariotes. According to the latter, the school at the Church of St. Tryphon was backed by state subsidies,
while various commodities and foodstuff were also offered to the institution.! More information about the organisation and the
curriculum of the school isincluded in aletter sent by Theodore |1 to the “teacher of poetics” Andronikos Phrangopoulos and the
teacher of rhetoric Michael Kakos (Senacherim).2 As indicated by the available evidence, the school had two chairs: one of

“poetics’ (actually meaning grammar) and one of rhetoric. There must have been only six students, while the level of knowledge was
quite high for that period, as some of the graduates finally returned to Nicaea, although they tried to continue their studiesin other
places. The studies were organised at two levels. The first included the basic subjects ( ) and the second rhetoric.
The institution had a large library with several codices including ancient texts. As for the curriculum, it is known that it included reading
and analysis of ancient writers.3 In order to serve the needs of teaching, Senacherim prepared an annotation about Homer described

by his unique rhetorical style.*

The operation of the school and the course of the lessons were closely supervised by the emperor, who was satisfied with the
students’ progress. The main objective and direction of the institution was without doubt to provide important skills to the young
people who were going to assume high state or ecclesiastical positions. However, it seems that the operation of the school was
interrupted shortly after the death of Theodore Il Laskaris (1258), when the state abolished its subsidies.? The head of the school,
Michael Kakos (Senacherim), followed the new emperor Michael V111 Palaiologos to Constantinople after 1261.

In chronological order, the school at the Church of St. Tryphon of Nicaea was the last educational institution founded in the Empire of
Nicaea after the schools of Theodore Hexapterygos, Demetrios Karykes, Nikephoros Blemmydes and George Babouskomites.

It should be noted that the school was the only fully state school for high studies where emphasis was placed on rhetoric, a subject
traditionally taught a private schools.
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2. Festa, N. (ed.), Theodori Ducae Lascaris Epistul ae (Firenze 1898), pp. 271-276.

3. Seedso Browing, R., “Homer in Byzantium”, Viator 6 (1975), p. 29.

4. See also Kovotoavtivomoviog, B., “ Zevaympeip. Yaopvnpo otov Opmpo” , EAAnvia 35 (1984), pp. 152-153.

5. Seealso Andreeva, M.A., Ocerki po klul’ture vizantijskogo dvore v XI11 veko (Praha 1927), p. 135.
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Theodor I1. Laskaris
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[Mwcecapto :

enkyklios education
The secondary education in Byzantium. The students, from 12 years old, were taught grammar, rhetorics and €l oquence.

Inyég
Festa, N. (ed.), Theodori Ducae Lascaris Epistulae (Firenze 1898), 275.140-276.157.

[Mopabépata
From a letter of Emperor Theodore Il to Michael Kakos (Senacherim) and Andronikos Phrangopoulos, teachers at the school of St.
Tryphon

“d10 TOVG VEOUS VTTOdEEAEVOL KAl TTROPT TIKWTEQOV TG dAvoing ToLS OPOAAUOVS avaTeivavTes Kal OTL v BOaXVTATW XQOVW £k
ToUTWV PeYLoTn avOoeL e0QETIC ETUOTIUNG VOTJOAVTEG, HETAX PLAOTLLLIAG TG TTROOTKOVONG AVTIOTOEPOUEV ETTIL TOV TTAQADELTOV, (V'
OTIwg ol KAGDOL T1) 00T TV Aoy LKV DIATWYV eVTEAPETTEQOL YEVWVTAL KAl EKBAROTIIOWOL TOVG KAQTOUG, Kat OGS NUAG, 6te dn
KALQOG, TNV NOOVIV TV EMaivwv avTpodiav meoodfwotv, VPV MEOVTOdEXOUEVWY WG DEVTEQWY GUTOVEYAV EE MUV TAG TEWTAS
TIHAG. TOVTWV 0VTWGS EXOVTWV, @ 0OPOTATOL AVIQES, DTTODEEATOE TOUG VEOUS ATUEVWS, OUK ATIODEDOKLUATIUEVOLS (0D HEV OVV), 0VDE
un a&iovg TV ABAWV kAl TV YeQWV (0UK €0TLV) AAAX dLX TG MATOLKTG €OV TEOG AVTOVG DTTOVOOTOVON S PLAOCTOQYIAS KAl TTEOG
TV abENo TV AOYwV 0TTovdATaTE. EVTEAT] YXQ KAL AVEAALTT TX XQELWON TOIG DIOACTKOVOL KAL DIDXOTKOUEVOLG TTETOUKOTEG,
UTTETUMWOAHEV €V T TUETEQW TUVTAYHATL OTIEQ OT) TUMWTIKQWGS T UeYaAopdoTuot dveBépeOa Tovdwvt, @ Levaxnoeip kKdAAlote
TOAAOIG kal AdyoLs dvopaoTé Te Kal mea&eat, kal AvOQOviKe TNG YOAUUATIKNG akotBeiag dikdoye.”

Festa, N. (ed.), Theodori Ducae Lascaris Epistulae (Firenze 1898), pp. 275.140-276.157.



