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Summary :

Bessarion was born around 1400 in the city of Trebizond of the Pontos. He studied in Constantinople and Mystra. In 1437 he was
consecrated metropolitan of Nicaea. Because he supported the idea of the Union of the Churches, in 1440 he was forced to leave
Byzantium and settle in Italy, were he became a prominent scholar, a patron of classical learning and a hierarch with rich
ecclesiastical and political activity. In 1463 he was elected Latin patriarch of Constantinople. He died on November 18th, 1472, in
Ravenna.

Other Names

Basil

Date and Place of Birth
€.1400 — Trebizond, the Pontos

Date and Place of Death
18th November 1472 — Ravenna, Italy

Main Role

Scholar, hierarch

1. Birth - family

Bessarion was born in the city of Trebizond, in the Pontos, around 1400.! His baptismal name was Basil.? The only
information available on his parents is that they came from the lower classes and had 14 children besides Bessarion.

2. Education - upbringing

Bessarion probably received his elementary education in his hometown of Trebizond, and it is possible that he was
tutored by his patron Dositheos, the metropolitan of Trebizond. While still very young (around 1415) he travelled to
Constantinople to receive higher education, where he joined a monastery. There, under the supervision of Dositheos,
Bessarion received a thorough education by an eminent scholar of that time, George Chrysokokkes. During his
apprenticeship with Chrysokokkes, he became acquainted with the Italian humanist scholar Francesco Filelfo. In 1423
he became a novice, and a few months later, in 1424, he was tonsured monk, taking the name Bessarion. Then, on the
prompting of Dositheos, he became a student of the scholar John Chortasmenos, metropolitan of Silibria, who taught
him mathematics and rhetoric and introduced him to the Aristotelian philosophy. In 1426 he was consecrated deacon.

In 1431, when Dositheos was consecrated metropolitan of Monemvasia, Bessarion, who had by now become a
hieromonk, followed his patron to the Peloponnese. There he continued his education in Mystra, where he studied
astronomy, mathematics and the Platonic philosophy under the renowned philosopher Georgios Gemistos, also known
as Pletho.

3. Activity
3.1. Bessarion in Byzantium

Already as a youngster, while still studying, Bessarion belonged to the circles of the imperial court. Around 1427 he



IAPYMA MEIZONOX EAAHNIZMOY

Authoring :
Translation :
For citation :

<http://www.ehw.gr/l.aspx?id=10636>

participated in a diplomatic mission to Trebizond, when the Byzantine emperor John VIII Palaiologos (1425-1448) tried
to arrange the marriage of his daughter with the emperor of Trebizond. In early 1436, John VIII, impressed by the
erudition of Bessarion, recalled him to Constantinople and appointed him abbot and teacher in the monastery of St
Basil. In that same year Bessarion participated in a diplomatic mission to John IV (1429-1459), emperor of Trebizond,

aimed at creating an alliance against the Tiirkmen. Apart from his teaching duties, Bessarion became an advisor to the
emperor; he was convinced that the approach to the West was the only way out of the dire straits Byzantium was in. In
1437, shortly before the departure of the diplomatic mission which was to participate in a joint Council between the
Eastern and Western Church, he became metropolitan of Nicaea.

During the Council of Ferrara in Italy, and later in the Council of Florence (1437-1439), Bessarion initially supported
the views of those who opposed the Union of the Churches. Gradually, his opinion was reversed and he became a
supporter of the Union; as a result, he was confronted with many of the Orthodox hierarchs participating in the
Byzantine delegation. Nonetheless, he managed to convince the emperor of the political soundness of the Union and,
in July 6th 1439, he read out before the Council the text which he had composed whereby Byzantium accepted the
reunion of the Eastern with the Latin Church. In October 1439, together with part of the Byzantine delegation, he left
Venice sailing for Constantinople.

Thanks to his supportive attitude towards the Union of the two Churches, Bessarion won the favour of Pope Eugene
IV. As a reward for his stance, in December 18th 1439, while Bessarion was still travelling, he was created cardinal of
the Catholic Church, of the title of the Twelve Holy Apostles.

3.2. Bessarion in Italy

In contrast to the honours offered to him by the Papal Church, the reception he was given in Constantinople was
utterly hostile. The Byzantine people had rejected the Union and had turned against all those who had supported it
with their signature. The faction of the anti-unionists, headed by Mark Eugenikos, metropolitan of Ephesus, who had
already clashed with Bessarion during the Council of Ferrara-Florence, accused the metropolitan of Nicaea of
betraying the Orthodox faith. Bessarion found himself in a tight spot; seeing that the atmosphere in Constantinople
was rather tense and wishing to avoid further confrontations, late in 1440 he left Byzantium for good and settled in

Italy. In December the 107 of the same year, he received the regalia of his new office in Florence.

The activity of Bessarion as a cardinal of the Papal Church mainly revolved around the idiorrythmic monasteries of
Italy, and by 1446 he had compiled new regulatory statutes. His reforms were recognized by Pope Pius II, who in 1460
appointed him visiting overseer of the Greek Catholic monasteries of Italy, while for periods of time he served as abbot
in some of them.

Thanks to his assiduous work and his astuteness, Bessarion rose through the ranks rapidly. In 1449 he was consecrated
bishop of Tusculum, while in 1455, following the death of Nicolaus V, he was among the contenders for the Papal
throne. However, the reaction of some Latin hierarchs on account of his Greek descent, as well as the political
scheming of the French court, thwarted his election. Nevertheless, in recognition of his outstanding services, in May
1463 Pope Pius II bestowed on Bessarion the title of Catholic Patriarch of Constantinople ( ).2 Showing his
constant concern for the Greek areas and wishing to strengthen the efforts for the Union of the Churches, Bessarion
had in the previous year managed to convince the Pope to institute an endowment,from the income of the
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patriarchate, for certain Cretan unionist priests.*
3.3. Diplomatic activity

Apart from his ecclesiastical work, Bessarion proved an eminent and tireless politician and diplomat. By 1442-1444 he
was already striving to convince the Pope to launch a crusade against the Turks. In 1449, acting as papal legate, he
managed to reconcile the major powers of Northern Italy, Venice and Milan, while from 1450 until 1455 he was a
papal legate (protector ordinis minorum) in Bologna, where he helped conciliate the feuding political factions and
showed interest for the reconstitution of the city’s university.

After the fall of Constantinople in 1453, Bessarion redoubled his efforts to unite the forces of the West in a crusade
against the Ottoman Turks, aimed at restoring the Byzantine Empire. He also saw to the release of many prisoners,
paying the ransom himself. In 1459 he actively participated in the congress, convened by the pope in Mantua, for the
purpose of creating a alliance between the Italian states and the European monarchies. Undeterred by the congress’
failure, in the winter of 1459-1460 Bessarion travelled as a papal legate to various parts of the Central Europe. In
February of 1460 he visited Nuremberg, while in the next year he travelled to Vienna. Although he managed to end
the feuding between the German rulers in Austria and Hungary, he failed to muster the troops for the crusade he was
planning. He returned to Rome in January of 1462.

Bessarion’s mission to Venice was more successful. A few days after his arrival there, in July 22, 1463, the Venetian
state declared war against the Ottomans; Bessarion, having outfitted a warship on his own expenses, followed the
Venetian fleet as far as Ancona. Unfortunately, the arrival of the fleet coincided with the death of Pope Pius II (on
August the 15th, 1464) and Bessarion’s attempt to organize a campaign for the liberation of the Greek regions proved
fruitless.

Parallel to his activity in Italy, Bessarion maintained contacts with Byzantium, not forgetting his old patrons, the
Palaiologoi. Since 1443-1444 he corresponded with the Byzantine commander of Peloponnese and future emperor
Constantine Palaiologos, while in 1465 he took custody of the young children of Thomas Palaiologus, brother of
Constantine. Later, on his own incitement, the daughter of Thomas, Zoe Palaiologina, married Ivan III, ruler of Russia.

3.4. Intellectual work

Bessarion’s intellectual work in Italy may be deemed equally or perhaps more important than his political activity. A
circle of scholars developed around the Greek cardinal (his contemporary called it the “Academy”, likening it to Plato's
school); this circle was constantly enlarged by new refugees arriving from the Byzantine lands, who in Bessarion
sought and found a patron and a mentor. Bessarion’s residence in Rome became a centre of important literary and
theological activity, were Greeks (Theodoros Gazes, George of Trebizond, Michael Apostoles, Demetrios
Chalkokondeles, Andronikos Kallistos) and Italian scholars (Lorenzo Valla, Poggio Bracciolini, Niccolo Perroto, Flavio
Biondo) worked together. In the monastery of San Salvatore in Rome, Bessarion also created a school of the Greek
language, while he also saw to the translation of many Greek classical texts into Latin; some were translated by him,
like, for instance, the Memorabilia of Xenophon, the First Olynthiac of Demosthenes, a.o.

Bessarion’s contribution was crucial for the preservation of the ancient Greek literature; after the fall of Constantinople
in 1453 he conceived the idea of rescuing as many manuscripts as possible from the Greek regions under Ottoman and
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Venetian rule. Through his main local associate Michael Apostoles, he managed to acquire or copy a number of
manuscripts, many of which were unique. His collection, for which he had spent huge sums of money, numbered in
the end 746 manuscripts, 482 of which were Greek. In 1468 he bequeathed his collection to the Venetian state, in the
hope that in this way it would be more accessible to the Greeks who sought refuge in the West. Bessarion’s collection of

manuscripts became the core of the later renowned Biblioteca Marciana of Venice.”

In the same year (1468) Bessarion actively participated in the creation of the first printing press in Rome. Among the
first works to be printed there in the following year was a book of his, the In columniatorem Platonis, in which
Bessarion criticized the Aristotelian views of George of Trebizond and attempted to place Platonic philosophy in the
service of Christian faith and dogma, much in the way Thomas Aquinas had done with the Aristotelian philosophy.
This work, which was divided into four volumes, was his most significant contribution in the quarrel that had erupted
in the mid-15th century between Platonic and Aristotelian philosophers, a quarrel in which Bessarion tried to maintain
a middle-of-the road stance. Among his works is a synopsis of Aristotle’s Physics in six volumes. Apart from his
philosophical texts, many of his epistles, speeches and other rhetorical pieces survive, like his inaugural speech in

Ferrara, the Oratio dogmatica de unione, the Epistula encyclica ad Graecos a.0.8

4, Death

Following the capture of the previously under Venetian rule Euboea by the Ottomans (1470), once more there was an
attempt by the new pope, Sixtus IV, to unite the forces of Christianity against the Ottoman threat. In this context, in
the Christmas of 1471, the pope sent six cardinals on diplomatic missions to the various European royal courts. Among
them was Bessarion, who in 1468 had been made bishop of Sabina, having once again been defeated in the conclave of
1471 which elected the new pope. Bessarion was sent to France, were he tried to convince the French monarch, the
duke of Burgundy and the king of England to participate in the league. His attempts were abortive and the Greek
cardinal embarked on his return journey in the fall of 1472. Worn down by the hardships of travelling and his
advanced age, Bessarion passed away on November the 18th of the same year, in Ravenna, in northern Italy.’ His
body was carried to Rome, and he was buried with solemnity in the temple of the Twelve Holy Apostles; his obituary
was delivered by Michael Apostoles.

5. Assessment

Leaving aside the paltry criticism that had been aired by Bessarion’s anti-unionist opponents following the Council of
Ferrara-Florence, the opinion of his contemporaries on his person were more than positive. Bessarion enjoyed the
admiration and respect of the scholars of the time, Greek and Italian alike, for his erudition and learning, while
everyone recognized his efforts to preserve the great works of Classical Antiquity and make them available in the
West. Lorenzo Valla’s description aptly captures the way he was viewed by his Italian scholarly contemporaries: “The
Greekest among the Latin, the Latinmost of the Greeks”.

The views of modern scholars are similar. Bessarion is extolled for his efforts to revive Classical studies in Italy as well as
for his ardour in salvaging, translating and copying numerous ancient Greek texts. The established view today is that

Bessarion was one of the played a key role in the intellectual Renaissance in 15th—century Italy, contributing
significantly to the rescue of the Ancient Greek legacy and its transmission to the West.
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1. Vast, H., Le Cardinal Bessarion (Paris 1878), p. 2, dates Bessarion’s birth to January 2nd of 1403, basing his argument on acomment found in the
obituary delivered by Capranica; thiscomment is probably a subsequent addition and cannot be considered reliable evidence. Monfasani, J., “ Plating,
Capranica, and Perotti: Bessarion's Latin Eulogists and His Date of Birth”, in Medioli Masotti, P. (ed.), Bartolomeo Sacchi |l Platina (Piadena 1421 -
Roma 1481): Atti del convegno internazionale di studi per il V centenario (Cremona, 14-15 Novembre 1981) (Padua 1986), pp.12-124, disagrees
with Vast's view and suggests 1408 as Bessarion's date of birth.

2. Alice-Mary Talbot, in The Oxford Dictionary of Byzantium 1 (New Y ork - Oxford 1991), pp. 285, see under “Bessarion”, thinks that Bessarion's
given name was John. Thisview is supported by a number of other scholars, and results from a misreading, by an 18th century scholar, of an
annotation by Bessarion. Loenertz, J.R., “Pour le biographie du Cardinal Bessarion”, Orientalia Christiana Periodica 10 (1944), pp. 116-149, wasthe
first to examine the annotation and correct the mistake, adducing al so evidence confirming the view that Bessarion’s given name was Basil. It should
be noted that, in Byzantine custom, when one was tonsured, the monastic name he received started with the same | etter as his secular name.

3. Bessarion succeeded the late Cardinal Isidore as Latin Patriarch of Constantinople, former metropolitan of Kiev and well known for his pro-union
stance in the Ferrara-Florence Council.

4. Towprnaviig, ZN., To kinpodétnua tov kapdivaliiov Brooapinvog yia tovg prievmtikode e Bevetoxparotuevng Kpitne (1439-170¢ a1.)
(@eoocarovikn 1967).

5. Labowsky, C., Bessarion’s Library and the Biblioteca Marciana (Rome 1979).

6. For aconcise presentation of Bessarion’sworks see Buchwald, W. — Howlweg, A. — Prinz, O., Tusculum — Aeéixév EAMfpvov kai Aaziveov
ovyypapéwv e Apyarétnrog kot tov Meoaiwva A’, (ABMva 1993), p. 101. Most of hisworks have been published in Migne, J.-P. (ed.), Patrologia
Graeca 161 (Paris 1906). For afuller picture on hisworks and the relevant publications see Kapayiavvorovog, 1., ITpyai tne Bulavaviig Iotopiog
(®socarovikn 1987), p. 433.

7. Georgios Sphrantzes, Xpovikév, in Maisano, R. (ed.), Georgii Sphrantzae Chronicon (Corpus Fontium Historiae Byzantinae 29, Roma 1990), 190,
12-16, erroneously dates Bessarion’s death to November 15th.
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Glossary :

titulary
A prelate who bore as a distinction the title of the bishop or metropolitan of an inactive ecclesiastical province.
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Quotations
Laonikos Chalkokondyles, De rebus Turcicis, in Bekker, 1. (ed.), Laonici Chalcocondylae De rebus Turcicis (Bonn 1834), 293.3 - 294.12:

€vtev0ev émAeEapevog 6 twv Pwpaiwv doxtegebs dvdoe d00 twv EAA VWV 000K IUWTATW QKEWTATO Of, AVOKTWHEVOG TOL
paAtota AElwg Te TNG TAE' EXLTQ TIUNG TG HeEYIoTNG, KapdVAAELS Te AmédelEeV, ola g Oonokelag 1yepdve. TOLTOVG YoQ On £¢ TV
o' £AVTR EYYLTATW XWEAV DQUIEVOLGS, AUdL TOUS TOLAKOVTA, ETAIQOVG TE AVTQ EMAYETAL KL OVLBOVAOLG, TAQEXOUEVOS TE
TEOOC0DOV LKAVNV KAl XWeav &d' 1)g &v aUTOIG TEOCIOL XONHATA, TQ) HEV TAEW TQ O' EAATTW, AELDV WG EXELTE EKAOTW KAL XWOAG. &G
TOVUTOLG O1 AaToAeEApEVOS avdoag dvo Twv EAANvwy, Bnooapiwva tov amo Toamelovvtog, Nikaiag apxleoéa, kat Todwoov tov
Zaguatiog doxleoéa, DTOVEYQ Te E0XEV AVTE KAl CLVEQY® £C TNV TEOS ToLS "EAAN VA didAvoy TS dladoag. TeQl pév ovv
Bnooalwvog T006vde EMOTAEVOS LVIIUNV TTO|O0UAL WG ELVETEL TE TT) ATO GVOEWS, TOAADV N TV £G TODTO EVDOKLUOVVTWV
EAAM VWV, o YevOUEVOS, kal KQLveLy Te €' O TL &V YEVOLTO KOATLOTOG DoKWV YevéoDat, ta d¢ &g codiav v EAAvwv Te kai
Pwpaiwv 00devog deVTeQOG. TOUTOV dn dyacBévta tov Pdung apxtepéa NikdAew tov peta tavta émteédat s Bovwviag moAw
£VdAUOVA EMITQOTIEVELY AVTQ" €V TAVTH) TE, TNG TOAEWS €V OTATEL WG T TTOAAX YEVOUEVTC KAL TWV OTACIWTWV €TTL dlxPpooaV
odlow aPpkvovévay, daHOVIoV Tiva TV €V T ToAeL TadTn Emipavivat €0t d' 1] TOALS avTn év tais kata v TtaAiav moAeov
VdAlUWV TE Kol TAOVTW KAl TG AAANG eDdALHOVIAG OV MOAAQ TOV MOWTWV AELTOUEVT TOAEWV, KEKOOHUNTAL OE KAl G TV T@V
Adywv aoknowy, ¢ ta mowta avikovoa Ttaliag. Tov d¢ Todweov EAAGY OV Te dvta kal PLAOTIATOLY, AAOVTA Te DOTEQOV €V
BuCavtiw 0o BagBaowyv, émapdvovia ) nateidt TovTw d¢ we d&woel te maa toig ‘EAANoL dokovvte mooéxety Kal ovpunoaery
avT® T oG Tovg "EAANvVac, émileEdpevog 0 tote Evyéviog apxtepels ELVERT &g tavuto toic "EAANor

Laonikos Chalkokondyles, De rebus Turcicis, in Bekker, 1. (ed.), Laonici Chalcocondylae De rebus Turcicis (Bonn 1834), 430.1-5:
peto d¢ £dokeL Tovg I'eppavoig toig Iatoot dixAA&EaL, Kal ETUTEUTOVTES AVvdoA TV Tt OGOy EAAOY MWV T TEWTOL
depduevov, Bnooagiwva kagdivaAiov tov ano Toamelovvtog, émpeoBebovto mag' dpdotégovs, wote daAdalat tovTovg dAAAA0LG

KAl TAG dadoQag kataAveLy.

Laonikos Chalkokondyles, De rebus Turcicis, in Bekker, 1. (ed.), Laonici Chalcocondylae De rebus Turcicis (Bonn 1834), 431.11-19:
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Kai Evoefilw név tq) apxleget &c 1dde éteAevta 1) magaokevn) peta d¢ ITiog 6 apxtegele we émi v 1yepoviav adiketo, Ty év
MavTon dlaitay €monjoato dte d) KATATTAOLV Te KAl OVAAOYOV TEQL TWV KABNKOVTWY AUTQ MOAYUATWYV £ TOV €Tl BactAéa
Meypétn moAepov. Bnooagiwv pev o1 éni Iaiovag dducdpevog kal € I'eguavovg ta te AAAa dteAéx 0, kat TV mEog dAAAovg
dAPOAV KATAAVELY TTELQWUEVOGS, OVX 010G TE EYEVETO £ TAVTO AP EvvayaywV DIAAAGEAL AAAX ATIQAKTOG UEV ATLEXWQEL. ..

Doukas, Historia, oto Bekker, 1. (ed.), Ducae Michaelis nepotis Historia Byzantina (Bonn 1834), 213.11-22:

amapavteg ovv €k Bevetiag dux Enoacg EABaowv év Pepapia. kakel AQEAPEVOL T TG TLVOdOV, KaTéAaBe Bavatndogog év Pegapia
vO00G: KakelBev anapavteg NABov év PAwevtia. év d¢ ) PAwevtia EéMANEMO™N 1) cVVOdOG. 1)V d¢ EEa)0g TOD péQoug tawv I'oatkwv
amo TV agxLepéwv 6 Edpéoov Magkog, amo d¢ tov pnégovg TV TtaAd@v 0 kaddnvaAiog tod tipiov otaveov TovAwavde, péyag év
£Ew oodia kal €V Toig dOYpaot TS TV Xolotiavev miotewe. 0 EPéoov Maprog év EAANVIkoig pabnipacty kat 0iots Twv ayiwv
OLVOdWV KAvWV kai otaOun anagékPartoc. 6 Bnooagiwv Nikaiac kat 6 Pwotag Toldwog. o0ToL d¢ fjoav ol AoYLdTEQOL TWV
AQXLEQEWV. ..

Bessarion, Epistulae, in Mohler, L. (ed.), Kardinal Bessarion als Theologe, Humanist und Staatsmann 3: Aus Bessarions Gelehrtenkreis (Paderborn
1942), 479.10-30:

£uot d' €tttV te BVEABeV TV Te KaB' NUAS DDATKAAWV EAAElTEL OVK OALyax OUYYQRAHUATA. LOTAUEVNC HEV OVV THG KOG

EAAN V@V Kot Hovng €otiag ovk EPEOVTILOV, TAVTA DS EKEL ATOKEHEVA. TTECOVONG O, PeD, HEYAAT TG EYEveTo EmBupia TG
TAVTWV AUTOV KTIOEWGS, OVUK EUOD Ve éveka, 6¢ Ve TNG Wlag évexa wPeAeiag agrovvta kKékTnuat AAA" WG &v, el TOL VOV T€ TIVEG
AewdpOcetev "EAANveG, el Té tLeilc Emetta BEATIOV MOAEALEY —TTOAAX D' €V TG LKW XQOVW YévolT av —, €xoLev 8Tt TV abT@V vV
&maoav, TV Ye VOV 000, €V TtV GHOV ATIOKELUEVIV AOPaAel TOTI eVQOLEV KAl eVEOVTES TOAAATIAACIACALEY KAl [UT) TTQOG 01G
TOAAOIG T kal KaAolg TV Oelwv Exelvawv AvOowV maAaL amoAwAéKkapey DTOUVIUACL Kal T OAlya TaDTa VOV AtoAéoavTeg
aPwvoL TO Taumay pévotev kat fagBagwv Te kal AvOQamddwv oVdEV dad£QoLeV. TNV TOVTWV TOIVLV TEUTIW 0OL KATAYQAPT]V.
TEUTIW D€ TV aVTV Kol T ABnvov Ocoddvet. déopat dé oov, tva Eunv e XL Tov te OV €Xw OKOTOoD, 00 Kl oot éAELY elKkAG,
TACAV TOLOT) TTEOVOLAY VQELV Te Kal wviioaodat mavta. €k e Yag Avdolavoumodewg £k te ABnvaov, O@ecoalovikng te kat Atvov
KAl TOV AAAWV XWEOV TE KAl TOAEWV TV TOQAKELUEVWV VULV aUTAG TE TG MAAL TOTE TUETEQAS TTOAEWS, TG Kal KTHaTa noay,
£t e KaAAovnmdAewe mavta avalnmioag ebpnoets. 60ev d¢ €£eig ta mMEOG TovTo avaykaia avaiduata Tegdvupog 6 BaAaélog
doovtiel. Smwe B¢ el TL TovTWV O ABNVA@V WwvjoeTal, pr) To avTa Kat adTog, AAA" AAA @VoT). &QIel Yo ULV €V €€ ékdoTov.

George Sphrantzes, Chronikon, in Maisano, R. (ed.), Georgii Sphrantzae Chronicon (Corpus Fontium Historiae Byzantinae 29, Roma 1990),
176.1-4:

AVt dE 0ALyov kapov daBLBacavta eig OV Aykava, méupag 0 maATag EntpeAeia kal omovdn kat fonOeia ToL ADECIHWTATOV
kadwvadiov kai tatoukexov Kwvotavtivovnddews Bnooagiwvog, annABov eig v Popnv.

George Sphrantzes, Chronikon, in Maisano, R. (ed.), Georgii Sphrantzae Chronicon (Corpus Fontium Historiae Byzantinae 29, Roma 1990),
190.12-19:

ITegi d¢ 0 GpOvOTwEoV ToL T étovg, Emavaoteédovtos &mod tov drya s Poavtlag kai Tov dovka Thic Mmegyviag, 6
KadLAALS kv Bnooagiwv (dmeotdAn ya &mo v ékkAnoiav moog o elgnvetoat avtots) kad' 6dov ) e voeupolov amébave.
Kat pégovteg avTov eig v Pounyv peta tung 6t mAeiotg é0apav avtov i TOV vaov tov Ayilwv AtootdAwy, évOa d1) kal
TIQOKATEUEVE KL TOV TAPOV ALTOL TtEonToipace mAnoiov Tob Tddov T aylag 0oouaTLEos Evyeviac.

Gregory of Trebizond, Epistulae, in Migne, J.-P. (ed.), Patrologia Graeca 161 (Paris 1906), 740, col. B-D:

BovAnv toivuv AeAdytotat Bavuaciav kai moAA@V énaitvwv aélav, BpAodnKny momoat BipAloic mavtololc EvuBePAnuévny
EAANVIKOIG? 0 O kat EENvuvoe TOXT) ayadn), &V i) TV moAewv Aapmootdatn ¢ TtaAiag éEagtvoag avtv, mag' fiv HGAAov
Bavpalovov EAANveG peBdgtov otov ovoav Ttadiag kat ALatidog, Huelovg DTTOOTAS TTOVOULS KAl dATIAVNV 0V’ €0TLV elTTELV
omoonV xonudtwv. Kail vov €£e0TL TOIG alQovUEVOLS KAl dUVAHEVOLS EVTVYXAVELY aUTOLG TNG ékellev wdeAeing Emamolavery, kal
UETA OAOTWVNG TOLVDAV KAL AVELUEVWS TOV Blov die&évat, TN axknedtou Bolvng ékeivng émamoAavovatv. aovAov Onocavov dvta,
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KEUNALAX LeQd, TAQADELTOV AOYIKOV &VOETL KOUOVTA TTavTolag coPlag, TQURNV XaQliTtwv, TYNV AXULEAY, GG EMEQAOTOV, TV Te
KEKTNUEVIV TOV TOLODTOV ONTavEOV MOALY KOTHODVTA TQ OVTLKAL TTRO AVTIG TOV ALTLOV TOV TOCOVTOV Kai tolovTtov kaAov. Kat
T €' @ TOV Avdea Eywye Héylota €v Bavpatt moteloBat 0VdETOTE TAVTOUAL KAl XaQitag av T dxQEndnV OpLoAoYELV
TOOOVTOL KAl TOLOVTOL KAAOD YEYOVOTL MOOEEVQ. OV YEVOLTO MOTE KAl TAAYwWwYOL &&LoL, codpiag éaAwkotes (pHéow, NG ye oV
frev ovB' fj€et mote BedBev €¢ avOpwmovg BeldTeQov XONuA.

Michael Apostoles, Oratio funebris, in Migne, J.-P. (ed.), Patrologia Graeca 161 (Paris 1906), cxxxii-cxxxiv:

ToVtw pev 31 matoic ETvyxave ovoa 1) peta TV PacAda BactAic twv moéAewv Toanelovg, mOALS apxatotatn kat EAANvig [...].
IMatépeg d¢, 0V TV €0 YeYOVOTWY Kal meQLPavv ta &g TOXNV, AAA" éavtoic tov Blov moovuévay xewvaéia [...] Ilagayyeidavta
0¢ el maidwV KAl KOUHA PaALVOPEVOV AYaOOV TOOTEAAPBETO LEV TAQK TV MATEQWV AVTOV O TWV LEQOPAVTWV HEYLOTOG
ToameCovvtog AooiBeog Tavy oL ToAAAIS Artais kat defoeat Adyols te avToV Ekmadevey kal dpa 0€oOat viov ToL kKatx pvoty
ETUKLOEOTEQOV. EMELD' VTR KT VoLV EmreL taAtvdgopnoety €¢ 10 Bulavtiov, EuvemnydyeTo Kal tov maida TG AQETNG TO
KAAAOG €TLPEQOUEVOV, HET OV TOAD d' AywV évexelgloe dDATKAAW, TOV LEV BlOV AdLAPATW, TOV dE TEOTIOV AVETUANTITE, TNV O'
umegiav deflwTATw, e0 pAAa eldwWG, OTLTA LEV AAAX TOV €V AVOQWTOLS KaAWV pvoeL Té Eo0TLv ABEPata kal OALyoxovLa,
naweia O& LoV TV v ULy abavatdv te kal avadaipetov. Ov d' ovv émoOet pada Tuxwv, Oattov 1 maol ye kat' EATda, peAén
Te Kal YVwoeL kal eDGLIA CLUVAYTOXE HEV TIV TRWTNV TEXVNV Kal dvaykalav tailg pet’ avtrv, ovvayroxe d¢ momtknyv [...].
Prroguknv 8¢ ye v muEog pévog mvéovoay, el Kal IAaQog avTog kat NOLKOG ETVYXavev WV, TOAD TV AAAwWYV dLédegev év te
BovAaic év te dikaig Kdv émdelEeov. Emel d' abt@ tavTa eixe KaA@g kai e £BovAeTo, Aoyikng Te §On kai 0kng émebvunoe
Kol Tovg Tepl Pvoews HeTLévat AGYous kal idewv, kal g édéoewg EMMupoionoev o0 TAVL ToL TOAAQ Kail dix pacgov. Eti te ad
KAl TOV HABNUATIKOV TEXVOV KAL EMOTNUOV €V 0V TOAAQ Tive X0ovw, TIAN0wva éxwv kabnyepuova, ta kdAAota Evvayroxe. Ta
0' &AAa, g EQLTTA TOLG EVOEPBOVOL KAl AXONOTA, TOlG BovAopévols mapnkev émlnteiv. OUtw dn 00V mepl TAdTA €XOVTOG TOD
avdEOG kal dixa Hepllovtog £aVTOV T1) HEV RO AdYOUG, WV &VEL TVPAOS O Blog, Th) d& TEOG AOKNOTLV TOALTEIRG OE0TIRETODG, KEV
€KEIVOG EKEIVOS POATAC O XQOVOG, O TOLV YEVOLV EKATEQOLV EMEQAOTTOG, OC TX dLeEQOWYITA YEVT) oLV e kal TNV madawav ExOoav
éxelvnv dtéAvoev. Emnydyeto d¢ v elgvnv kat tv opdvotav, tav €v Biw ta k&AALoTa ve Kot Evudoodtata. [..] Tote dn odv eig
avdoa magayyeldavta tov yevvaiov, apxteoéa yevéoOat g moAvpvrtov Nukaiag, kal magekadeoav kat nvaykaoav. Tt to
évtevOev dmnokev &g TrtaAlav ovvapa @ YaAnvotatw Nuev BactAel kal T@ tote Tag fviag s ExkAnoiag i0vvovty, kal Evumdon
T yepovoia ¢ avatoAwng ExkAnoiag; Ot 8¢ pOaodvtwv 1iovAovto ma' ékatégoty EKATEQOL TOLV YEVOLV, TOUG AQLOTOVG EaLTWY
Evuvnyodpoug EAduevoL kal TovToV éva TtovTwVv mEoetAovto. [..] 'Q mdoot o0& Tdte dix Bavuatog fyov! moéooL dix o O Yévog
uakagLoay o UéTeQOV! TOOOL TOV EVTEKVOTATOV TOL TATEQM KAl eVdALpOVIoaY Kal émrjveoav! méoot AoolBéw ¢ Belotdtw TNg
meQl o€ Kndepoviag évekev NEVAvVTo ta PeAtio! dux oL tadta kal €Tt MAelw Ye TOVTWV Kal T¢) TOL KadnvaAeog o¢ Pwuaiot
TETIUNKEOAV AELOUATL KAl ETLYE TG TOL TATOLAQXOL TNG HLkQ@ MEOoOeV, oipot! facidevovong t@v ndAewv. IToog d¢ y' émi tovtolg
kai &&log ¢kiOng ¢ dkoag kai Oelac v “Pwpaiwv legagxiag, kal pévtot kal Yévolo dv, el ur) ToD YEVoug U@V 1) kakomoayia
£Avoe? paAAov d' 6 Ttov Oeob avdeQKéoTaToC OPOAAUOC AAAX TapLeLOEVOC, WV YVWOLS &AvOQWTIwV aloBéoBat ov duvatal.
Tolovtov 8¢ Ovta kal TNAKODTOV €k TOVdE TOL GPOAQTOD Blov Kal EMikNEOV &G aknieatov Kat xpOaptov petéotnoev 0 Oeog 1)
dVOEL TAQAXWENTAVTA, WG OVK A& WV OVTWYV TUWV, TOTOVTOL KAAAOLS ATtOAAVELY HéEXQL TTOAAOD.

Chronological Table

c. 1400: Bessarion is born in Trebizond of the Pontos

c. 1415: He moves to Constantinople for advanced studies

1420s: He studies under George Chrysokkokes and John Chortasmenos
1424: He is tonsured a monk and receives the monastic name Bessarion
1426: He becomes a deacon

C. 1427: Bessarion participates in a diplomatic mission to Trebizond

1431: He becomes a monk and follows his patron, Dositheos, to the Peloponnese
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1431-1435: Bessarion studies in Mystra, under the philosopher George Gemistos-Pletho

1436: Bessarion is recalled to Constantinople. He is appointed abbot and teacher in the monastery of St. Basil. He participates
in an another diplomatic mission to Trebizond

1437: Bessarion is made metropolitan of Nicaea. Departure for Italy as a member of a Byzantine delegation
1437-1439: Participation in the Council of Ferrara-Florence

1439: In July Bessarion signs the Act of Union. In October he sails for Constantinople. In December 18th he is elected a
Cardinal of the Papal Church

late 1440: He leaves Byzantium forever and settles in Italy

1442-1444: Bessarion’s first attempts to incite a Crusade against the Ottomans. He corresponds with Constantine Palaiologos
1446: Following Bessarion’s initiative, reforms are carried out in the Greek Catholic monasteries of Italy
1449: He is made bishop of Tusculum. Diplomatic mission in Northern Italy

1450-1455: Bessarion is a papal legate in Bologna

1455: Bessarion is a candidate for the papal throne

1459: He actively participates in the congress of Mantua

fall 1459 - January 1462: Diplomatic mission in Central Europe

1462: Bessarion sets up an «endowment» for the unionist priests of Crete

1463: He is elected Catholic Patriarch of Constantinople

July 1463 — summer 1464: Diplomatic mission to Venice

1465: He undertakes the upbringing of Thomas Palaiologos’ children

1468: Bessarion bequeaths his library to the Venetian state. He is elected bishop of Sabina

1468-1469: Creation of the first printing press in Rome. Bessarion played a leading role in this, and prints his essay against
Plato’s detractors, thus taking a position in the quarrel between the Platonists and the Aristotelians of his era

1471: Bessarion fails for the second time to become Pope
25th of December 1471- fall 1472: Diplomatic mission in France

November 18th 1472: Bessarion dies in Ravenna, in Northern Italy



