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Summary :

The earliest references to abandon and a doukas of Palaiomatzouka date to the early 15™ century; previously, until 1384 at least, the area of
Palaiomatzoukais mentioned as a village of the bandon of Matzouka. It appears, therefore, that the bandon of Palaiomatzouka emerged from alater
division of the bandon of Matzouka and that the formation of another bandon at the south fringes of the Empire of Trebizond aimed at providing for
the better organization of border defences.

Geographical Location

Northeast Asia Minor, mod. north-central Turkey
Historical Region

Pontos Polemoniakos

Administrative Dependence

Empire of Trebizond

1. About banda

The word originally signified the flags or banners of military units! later it came to describe the smallest division of a combat
military unit (200-400 men); by extension it referred to the area for the protection of which a unit was responsible, whence we arrive

to the meaning of the smallest administrative subdivision of atheme.? Although in the other regions of the Byzantine Empire the themes
become fragmented and essentially cease to exist by the time of the Angelid dynasty (1185-1204), the terms theme and bandon

survive in the Empire of Trebizond, designating administrative districts.3

2. The bandon of Palaiomatzouka

2.1. Origin

The district of Palaiomatzouka in the Empire of Trebizond, in which it appears as a bandon in the 15t century, isreferred to, at least
until 1384, as one of the villages of the bandon of Matzouka, as indicated by atext in the monastery of Vazelon pertaining to the sale

of aplot of land in the said village.# In two other documents from the same monastery, which date to the early 151 century (1408
and 1415), thereis areference to a of Palaiomatzouka and to the bandon of Palaiomatzouka. Evidently the bandon of
Pal aiomatzouka resulted from a partition of the bandon of Matzouka sometime in the late 14t or early 151 century.

2.2. Geogr aphy-administration

The creation of a new administrative unit, the bandon of Palaiomatzouka at the southernmost edge of the Empire of Trebizond was
apparently aimed at the more effectual organization of the limitrophe areas of the empire and the successful warding of invasions by
the Turkmen. The bandon of Palaiomatzouka is thought to have incorporated approximately the south-western section of the

Matzouka valley, around modern Hamsikoy, the capital of the theme mentioned as Palaiokastron or Kastrion.®

The earliest known reference to a doukas in this region, Constantine Chapsonomitas, dates to 1408 and he is concidered to have
been some kind of alocal, autonomous ruler.” At any rate in 1415 the Konstantinos Tzachinites is mentioned as

the of Palaiomatzouka® in all likelihood he was atrusty of the Grand Komnenoi, i.e. the royal dynasty of Trebizond, who
had apparently once again managed to gain control over this region.
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Glossary :
bandon

Byzantine military and administrative term. It originally meant flags, the banners of military units. It then indicated a part of the tourmaand asmall
military unit (50-100 peoplein case of mountain troops and 200-400 in case of infantry). Gradually the term carried an administrative meaning as well,
indicating adivision of the theme. In the Empire of Trebizond it indicated the administrative territory.

doukas (lat. dux)

Antiquity: Roman military commander who, in some provinces, combined military and civil functions.
Buzantium: a higher military officer. From the second half of the 10th c. the title indicates the military comander of alarger district. After the 12th c.,
doukes were called the governors of small themes.

kephale, kephalatikevon

A term denoting the highest official of the Late Byzantine provincial administration. From the mid-13th century on, the office of the kephale gradually
substituted that of the doukas. From the 14th century on, the kephale was political and military head of the kapetanikion, an administrative division
smaller than atheme, or of the castle. In the Empire of Trebizond the officer was also called kephal atikevon.

konostaulos
1) High-ranking official (third in the military hierarchy after the protomastoras and megas stratopedarches).

2) Commander of fleet, admiral (from the Venetian contestabile).

3) Megas konostaulos indicates as high military official from the 13th century, head of the Latin mercenaries.

Sources
Acta of Vazelon, ed. Uspensky, F. — Benesevic, V., Vazelonskie Akty (Leningrad 1927), no. 123, 126, 128, pp. 91-2, 94, 95 respectively.

Auxiliary Catalogues
Prospographical note

1408: Reference to the doukas of Palaiomatzouka Konstantinos Chapsonomitas

1415: Reference to the kephale of Palaiomatzouka, Konstantinos Tzachinites, megas kontostavlos



