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[Mepiinym :

Alexios Strategopoul os was born in the late 1211 - early 131 century. He was an official of the Empire of Nicaeaand later served under Michael V|
Palaiologos. He was honoured with the titles of megas domestikos and caesar. He fought in the wars of the emperors of Nicaea against the
despotate of Epiros, but he is mainly associated with the recapture of Constantinople (July 1261). He died between 1271 and 1275, probably in
Constantinople.

Ao Ovouata

Alexios Komnenos Strategopoul os

Tonog ko Xpovog I'évvnong

late 12t - early 13™ century; place unknown
Tonog ko Xpdvog Gavatov

between 1271-1275, probably in Constantinople
Kopua [dt0mnta

military official

1. Biography

Alexios Komnenos Strategopoul os® was born toward the end of the 12! or at the beginning of the 13th century. His place of hirthis
unknown. Of his family status, it is only known that he was of aristocratic descent, married and father of a son, Constantine, who was

blinded by Emperor Theodore |1 Laskaris in 1255.2 He died between 1271 and 1275, possible in Constantinople,

2. Career
2.1. Strategopoulos’ activity under the Laskarids
The name Alexios Strategopoul os first appears in the sources in 1252-1253, when he participated in the war of the then Emperor of

Nicaea, John |l Vatatzes, against the of Epiros Michagl 11 Doukas (1231-1267). Strategopoul os was commander of a part
of the army with orders to plunder the area around the lake of Ostrobou that belonged to the Despotate of Epiros.

After John I11I’s death (1254), Alexios was stationed in Serres, in the service of the new emperor, Theodore I1. In 1255, together
with the Constantine Tornikes, he marched against Tzepaina in Rhodope. But this poorly planned campaign was
unsuccessful, thus causing the rage of the Emperor. This failure probably was the reason why Strategopoulos fell out of favour; an
additional reason must have been his friendly relationship with the future emperor Michael Palaiologos, who was suspected of
conspiring against Theodore I1. Alexios' son Constantine was accused of treason and was blinded by the emperor, while Alexios
himself was imprisoned in 1258. At the time, Theodore Il was extremely distrustful toward the aristocracy, whom he blamed his
occasiona failures upon. While the exact time of Strategopoulos’ imprisonment remains uncertain, he was probably freed after
Theodore |1I's death (16 August 1258); only a few days later he took part in the revolt of the aristocracy and the army against the
Mouzalon brothers, regents of the underage John 1V L askaris.

2.2. Strategopoulos' activity under Michael V111 Palaiologos

Due to his friendship with Michael Palaiologos, Alexios Strategopoulos was one of his firmest supporters for the position of regent
and later co-emperor of the young John IV. In late 1258 he accompanied John Palaiologos, and Michael’s brother, in
his campaign against Michael 11 Doukas of Epiros. During that campaign Alexios was promoted to the office of .In
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the battle of Pelagonia (July 1259), which was decisive for the outcome of that war, Alexios captured the reinforcements sent to the
despot of Epiros by Manfred of Sicily. Together with John Raoul, the megas domestikos pursued Michael |1, who had fled to Arta.
They besieged loannina and, leaving part of their army behind to continue the siege, they advanced against Arta, which fell without
resistance. They set free the captives held there by Michael 11, the historian George Akropolites among them.2 For his contribution to
this success, Alexios Strategopoul os received the title of

In 1260 Strategopoulos once again found himself fighting against Epiros. Nikephoros, the son of Michael || Doukas, had fled to
Manfred in order to seek help after the battle of Pelagonia. He returned with a unit of Italian soldiers, and attacked Alexios and his
forces in the mountainous area of Trikorfon, near Naupaktos. The Byzantine army was defeated and Strategopoul os himself was
captured. He was freed shortly afterwards, after a treaty had been signed between the two parties, and returned to Asia Minor at the
beginning of 1261 at the latest.

In spring of the same year, Strategopoul os returned to mainland Greece, by order of Michael V111 Palaiologos. He was in charge of
800 Byzantine and Cuman soldiers,* when he marched in Thrace, mainly to guard the borders with Bulgaria but also to inspect
Constantinople, which at the time was under Latin rule. Constantinople had been left almost unguarded, since the largest part of its
guard, together with the \Venetian fleet, was besieging afortress in the islet of Dafnousia in the Black Sea; the Latin emperor Baldwin
Il had remained in the city with very few forces. Upon learning the situation,® Strategopoulos directed his army toward
Constantinople. On the night of 24t to the 25! of July, Strategopoul os crossed the gate of Selybria (Pege) and, took over
Constantinople by surprise, thus ending the Latin rule imposed upon the city since 1204. On August 15, Michael VIII Palaiologos
triumphantly entered Constantinople and was crowned emperor for a second time. He allowed Alexios Strategopoul os to conduct a
amidst the city and ordered his name to be commemorated in churches for a year.

In 1262 Strategopoulos led a new expedition against the despot of Epiros. However, he once again proved unable to prevail over
Michael 11; he was caught unaware and captured for a second time. He was sent as a hostage to Manfred of Sicily and was only
freed in 1265, when the king of Sicily managed to exchange him with his sister Anna (Constance von Hohenstaufen), widow of John
Il Vatatzes, who had been held in Asia Minor.

Alexios Strategopoulos is last mentioned in a document in December 1270, with which he issues a donation to the monastery of
Theotokos Makrinitissa.

1. SeeZacos, G. - Veglery A., Byzantine Lead Seals | (Basel 1972), no. 2756: «Zepayi ¢ kupod oo ta ¢ ypoga ¢~ AreEi ov Ttpatnyomod Aov kol
Kopvnvée v é k y€ voug».

2. The family relation between Alexios and the sebastos John Strategopoul os, megas logothetesin Nicagain 1216, is not known.
3. At the same time John Palaiologos, along with John Doukas, invaded Thessaly. See Nicol, D.M., The Despotate of Epiros (Oxford 1957), p. 186.
4. BartusisM.C., The Late Byzantine Army. Arms and Society 1204-1453 (Philadelphia 1992), p. 27.

5. Alexios Strategopoul os heard of the absence of the largest part of the army from the thelematarioi, farmers cultivating the lands outside
Constantinople. See Nicol, D.M., The Last Centuries of Byzantium (London 1972), p. 35.
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caesar
In the Roman Empire thetitle of Caesar was given to the Emperor. From the reign of Diocletian (284-305) on thistitle was conferred on the young co-
emperor. Thiswas also the highest title on the hierarchy of the Byzantine court. In the 8th c. thetitle of Caesar was usually given to the successor of
thethrone. In the late 11th c. this office was downgraded and from the 14th c. on it was mainly conferred on foreign princes.

despotes
Title introduced in the 12th century. In administrative hierarchy, the office of despotes was under the emperor and the co-
emperor. From the 14th century onwards, the title was given to the governors of the Byzantine Peloponnese.

megas domestikos
Supreme military commander of the imperial army. High-ranking title which was generally given to close relatives of the emperor.

pinkernes
[also pikernes or epikernes, possibly from the Latin pincerna, a word deriving from the greek verb epikerannymi, meaning to
mix (wine)]). Cup-bearer of the palace. Official at the personal service of the emperor. In the Late Byzantine years, the
pinkernes was a very honorary title, while in the 14t century it was awarded to very important figures, such as Alexios
Philanthropenos.

sebastokrator

Honorary title of the Byzantine court. The office was established in 1081 by Alexios | Komnenos for his elder brother Isaac, equivalent to the one of
regent

triumph
The organising of festivities in Constantinople in order to celebrate the return of the emperor (or a military commander) from a victorious
expedition. It included a military parade, lead by the emperor and his generals, followed by prisoners and plunder brought back from

occupied territories, as well as games at the Hippodrome. The people of the capital (mainly the demes) usually participated in overwhelming
numbers and with great enthusiasm.

IInyég
Tewpytoc Hayvuépne, Zvyypadikai Iotopial, Failler, A. (ed.), Georges Pachymeéres. Relations historiques (Corpus Fontium Historiae
Byzantinae 24.1-2, Paris 1984), pp. 41.15-19, 125.17-127.6.

Nixngopoc I'pnyopac, Pwuaikn Iotopia, Bekker, 1. and Schopen, L. (ed.), Nicephori Gregorae Historiae Byzantinae 1 (Bonn 1829), pp. 89.3-13.

Zacos, G. - Veglery A., Byzantine Lead Seals I (Basel 1972), no. 2756.

[MopaBépata

The historian George Pachymeres on the blinding of Constantine Strategopoulos, son of Alexios, by Theodore Il (1258):

AVO HEVTOL YE TV PEYIOTAVWV TV OUUATWY OTEQEL WV O UEV €lg LIOG NV ToL LtoatnyomovAov AAeéilov, 6 Kwvotavtivog, 0g
N&ovTo Kat kdovg — 11V Y& AdeADLONV 100 BaciAéws Twdvvov, ékelvov ddGVTOG, eixe —meQLPavovs kal paAa Aapumoov, &teQog
0¢ 0 DA v OeddwoC.

T'ecdoyrog IMayvuéong, Zvyypagikai Iotopiat, Failler, A. (ed.), Georges Pachymeéres. Relations historiques (CFHB 24/1-2, Paris 1984), pp.
41.15-19.

Pachymeres recounts the constant failures of Strategopoulos against Epiros:

‘O pévrot ye deomdtnc MixanA, vov pév kat amo Tovtwv koAovOelc Th¢ duvApews — AElOTT) YaQ €X0ATO Kal tapd ToL g Axaiag
TELYKLTTOG Th) oVHpAXix —, ETLdE Kal TaEX TV &udl oV tote oefaotorpdtooa Twavvny tov ITaAaioAdyov ued’ Gotegov T MTOAAX
KakwOelg, ¢ KAl €V OTEVH KATAOTHVAL TAUTAV TOV TE XWEWV KAl AVTHG TG OTOATIWTIKNG dUVAEWS, Tépbag moog Madé, tov
¢ ovAeiag ofya kal vy’ émi Ovyatol yapuBoov éavto, kat mAeiotnv ovppaxiov AaBwv, Tagadidwol Tag dVVALELS TG VIQ AVTOD
NunPpéew —oVUMEATTWY KAKEIVOG—, OG Katl, oupPaAwy megl v Toudgudov Toig audl TOV Kaloaga kat L&XNV ovEEAEAS
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dewvnv, mAelotovg te meoetv twv Nikaéwv mageokevaoe, TAel0TOUG Te kat dAAovg 0g pev povevoag, oUg D¢ mMeQLIXWV, KAL AVTOV
alpel katoaga. Qc O avdig OTTOVIWV YeEVOREVWY EAVETO, TOTE HEV T KATA TNV TMOALV CUUTOATTEL TTEQL WV avTika OnOfoetay,
Votegov & avOLS TOlC dUTIKOIC MEOTPAAWY alQelTAL TAALY KAl TOTE A& TOL deomdTov MixanA mpog tov onya ITovAeiag Tov
Madgot anootéAAetal kai ye ) ma’ ékelvw didotat GuAakt) xodvw d' Votegov tN¢ deomoivng Avvng, ddeAdng obong Madoé,
avrapeiPetal

T'ecvoyrog Iayvuéone, Zvyypagixai Iotopiai, Failler, A. (ed.), Georges Pachyméres. Relations historiques (CFHB 24/1-2, Paris 1984), pp.
125.17-127.6.

A later Byzantine historian describes the triumph of Alexios Strategopoulos after the recapture of Constantinople (1261):

Toltov, avta&iov anodovvat yéoas Aleéiw t@ Katoapt, 6t dl avtod Pwpaiolg mv t@v ndAewv facidevbovoav 6 Bedg éxaploato.
70 d¢ 1V BolapPov ovykeot O VaL ToALABWTOTATOV Kat TEQUPAVETTATOV KEAEDTEL TOV AVTOKQATOQOG Kl £TTL TOVTQ TOV
Kaioapa mopmevoat dux maong ¢ moAews, ov povov tols Tov Kaloapog magaojpols koopovuevov, dAAQ moog TovToLs Kol
otePave TMOAVTEAEL KAl UKQOD déw Aéyely BaotAkg: O O1) Kal yéyove. mpooetetdxel d €mi TOUTOLG O PATIAEDS DX LVTIUNG Kol TO
toU Kalloagog évopa ayeaOot 0pod toig tov PaciAéwv év toig buvnneiols kat evdnuoLs dopaot maviaxn e twv ‘Pouaiov
EMIKOATELXG AXOLS EVIAVTOD.

Nuwndooc I'onyoods, Pwuaixn Iotopia, Bekker, I. and Schopen, L. (ed.), Nicephori Gregorae Historiae Byzantinae 1 (Bonn 1829), pp. 89.3-13.
Xpovoroylo

Late 12" or early 13" century: Birth of Alexios Strategopoulos

1252-1253: Alexios Strategopoulos takes part in the expedition of the Emperor of Nicaea John III Vatatzes against Epiros

1255: Unsuccessful campaign against Tzepaina in Rhodope. Alexios Strategopoulos falls out of favour with the new emperor
Theodore II Laskaris. His son Constantine is accused of treason and blinded

1258: Alexios Strategopoulos is imprisoned by Theodore II. He is set free after Theodore’s death (16 August 1258). A few days later he
participates in the revolt of the army and the aristocracy against the guardians of the underage heir, supporting Michael Palaiologos

1258-1259: Participates in the expedition of the sebastokrator John Palaiologos against Michael II Doukas of Epiros. He is promoted to the
rank of megas domestikos. Excels in the battle of Pelagonia (July 1259)

1259-1260: Strategopoulos and John Raoul pursue Michael II, besiege Ioannina and occupy Arta. For his contribution to this success,
Alexios Strategopoulos is named caesar

1260: Alexios Strategopoulos is defeated by the army of Epiros near Naupaktos and is captured. He is set free shortly afterwards,
after a peace treaty is signed, and returns to Asia Minor in 1261 at the latest

25July 1261: Taking advantage of the absence of the Latin guard of the city, Alexios Strategopoulos recaptures Constantinople

1262: Strategopoulos leads a new campaign against the despot Epiros. He is defeated and captured for a second time. He is sent as a
hostage to Manfred of Sicily

1265: The king of Sicily manages to exchange Alexios Strategopoulos with Anna — Constance von Hohenstaufen, who had been held in
Asia Minor

December 1270: Last mention of Alexios Strategopoulos, in a document with which he issues a donation to the monastery of
Theotokos Makrinitissa
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Between 1271 and 1275: Death of Alexios Strategopoulos, probably in Constantinople



