
1. On the term bandon

The term bandon initially meant the flags and banners of the military units1 and subsequently the smallest combatant military unit (200-
400 men); it also meant the region that this unit was responsible for and the smallest administrative subdivision of a theme.2 Even 
though the themes were broken to pieces and disappear under the Angelid dynasty in the rest of the Byzantine Empire, the terms 
theme and bandon survive in the Empire of Trebizond, designating administrative divisions.3 

2. On the bandon of Matzouka

2.1. Origin

The bandon of Matzouka was one of the banda of the Empire of Trebizond. Even though there is no mention of it during the Middle 
Byzantine period, it might as well have been a bandon of the middle byzantine theme of Chaldia, since we know that the 
administrative subdivisions of the byzantine period were made on geomorphologic criteria and constitute the basis of the modern 
administrative subdivisions of the county of Trebizond even today.4 

2.2. Geography – economy – operational capability 

The bandon of Matzouka, also known as the bandon of Matzoukaon, extended south and southwest of mount Minthrion (modern 
Boz Tepe), its southern limit being the imaginary line between the summit Zygana of mount Paryadres in the west and the Pontic 
Gates (modern Kolabat Bogazi) in the east. Due to its strategic location, it was the natural stronghold of the city of Trebizond and 
was considered the heart of the empire of Grand Komnenoi.5 Its seat was Dikaisimon (or Karyai, modern Cevıslık). On either side of 
the road connecting Trebizond and Dikaisimon, one could see the renowned parcharia, fertile forest lands where the emperors of 
Trebizond had their summer residences.

The people of Matzouka were mainly farmers and livestock breeders. They had also the fame of being brave warriors, and the 
sources speak highly of their effective contribution in repelling the successive raids of Turkmen and Turkish tribes. A characteristic 
example is the Synopsis of the Miracles of St. Eugenios by the metropolitan of Trebizond (1364-1378 AD) John-Joseph
Lazaropoulos. Among other things, he describes the arrest of Melik, the leader of the campaign of 1222-1223, by brave infantry 
troops of Matzouka.6 

Summary : 
The bandon of Matzouka occupied the region south and south west of the city of Trebizond. Due to its strategic location, it was the bulwark of the 
capital of the Grand Komnenoi. The economy of the region was based on agriculture and cattle-raising and its troops had the fame of being brave 
and tough.

Other Names
Bandon of Matzoukaon

Geographical Location
Northeastern Asia Minor, modern northern (Central) Turkey

Historical Region
Pontos Polemoniakos

Administrative Dependence
Theme of Chaldia (?), Empire of Trebizond
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Between 1384 and 1408 AD, the bandon of Matzouka was divided into two parts, and a new bandon was created in its southern 
tip, the bandon of Palaiomatzouka, mentioned earlier in the sources as one of the villages of Matzouka.7 
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Glossary : 
bandon

Byzantine military and administrative term. It originally meant flags, the banners of military units. It then indicated a part of the tourma and a small 
military unit (50-100 people in case of mountain troops and 200-400 in case of infantry). Gradually the term carried an administrative meaning as well, 
indicating a division of the theme. In the Empire of Trebizond it indicated the administrative territory.

parcharion
In the Empire of Trebizond, "parcharion" designated an estate inside a forestal area, fertile and usually fortified, where the imperial family withdrew for 
recreation.

theme
A Byzantine term that signifies wide military and administrative units under the administration of a strategos (general). The institution was 
consolidated in the 7th century and was characteristic for the organization and the division of Byzantine Empire at the Middle Byzantine period. The 
term applies also to the army unit that resided in each administrative unit and was staffed by farmer-soldiers. The thematic system was maintained 
until the end of Byzantine period. However, in the Later Byzantine period it was used in order to declare mostly tax units.

Sources
Joseph (John) Lazaropoulos, ʺSynopsis of the Miracles of St. Eugeniosʺ, Rosenqvist, J.O. (ed.), The hagiographic Dossier of St Eugenios of 
Trebizond in codex Athous Dionysiou 154 (Studia Byzantina Upsaliensia 5, Uppsala 1996), p. 328.

Λαμψίδης, Ο. (ed.), «Μιχαήλ του Παναρέτου περί των Μεγάλων Κομνηνών», Aρχείον Πόντου 22 (1958), pp. 72, 73, 80.

 

Quotations
On Melik's arrest in 1222/23:
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O δε τούτων άρχων, ο Mελίκ […] εις το κουρατορείον αφίκετο. Tούτο δʹ επεί έγνων τινές άνδρες εύζωνοι των Mατζουκαϊτών, 
επιδραμόντες τούτον εζώγρησαν

Joseph (John) Lazaropoulos, ʺSynopsis of the Miracles of St. Eugeniosʺ, Rosenqvist, J.O. (ed.), The hagiographic Dossier of St Eugenios of 
Trebizond in codex Athous Dionysiou 154 (Studia Byzantina Upsaliensia 5, Uppsala 1996), p. 328.
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