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[TepiAnyn :
Idrieus was the son of Hecatomnus; he was the youngest brother of Mausolus and Artemisia, brother and husband of Ada. In 351/350 BC he
succeeded Artemisiall to the throne of the Carian satrapy. He aided Artaxerxes 111 to quench the revolt of the Cypriots. He died in 344/343 BC.

Tomog ko Xpdvog I'évvnong
second half of the 5th cent. BC - Caria
Tomog kot Xpdvog Oavatov

344/343 BC - Caria

Kopa [616tta

Satrap of Caria

1. Family

Idrieus was the son of the satrap of Caria, Hecatomnus, younger brother of Mausolus, and brother of Artemisia I, Ada
and Pixodarus. He was born in the 2nd half of the 5th cent. BC in Caria. He was married to Ada, like Mausolus who
had married his sister Artemisia. In the Hecatomnid dynasty, marriage between siblings was allowed according to the
Carian custom, as related by Arrian; this marriage, however, was necessitated by the desire of the Hecatomnids to

retain the power and wealth of their dynasty within the confines of the family. Idrieus and Ada remained childless.!

2. Activity

According to a reference in Polyaenus, related to the period of Mausolus’ rule in Caria, i.e. before Idrieus came to power,
Mausolus wished to exhibit his goodwill towards Latmus, in order to capture it, and for this reason he returned to the
city the hostages taken by Idrieus. Although no information is given on a previous attack against the city or a time-

frame for the event, we may suppose that Idrieus was leader of a military force sent by Mausolus against Latmus.”

In 351/350 BC, Idrieus succeeded Artemisia II to the throne of the Carian satrapy and wielded power together with his

spouse Ada, as attested on a decree discovered in the sanctuary of Sinuri.®

As an ally of the Persians, he helped the king Artaxerxes III in quenching the revolt in Cyprus. He participated with a
considerable force: a fleet of 40 warships and an army of 8000 mercenaries, using as his commander the former king of
Cyprus Evagoras II and the Athenian general Phocion. According to the ancient author Diodorus, the intervention in
Cyprus occurred immediately after Idrieus had come into power, in ¢a.351/350 BC. Modern scholars, however, date it to

between 345 and 343 BC.* Demosthenes mentions, but does not name, a satrap from Caria who had annexed to his
state the islands of Chios, Cos and Rhodes. Judging from the period of time Idrieus remained in power, it is reasonable

to assume Demosthenes is referring to him.’

3. Coinage

Idrieus continued to mint drachmas, didrachms and tetradrachms in the tyvpe of Zeus Labraundos, which had been also
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used by Mausolus. These coins bore the head of Apollo on the and Zeus Labraundos and an inscription with the
name of the dynast on the . He also minted subdivisions of the drachma, which indicates the increased financial

contact of the population due to the intense commercial activity in Caria.?

4, Hecatomnid building programme

Idrieus is considered one of the most brilliant donors of the sanctuary at Labraunda, as his name appears on dedicatory
inscriptions of five buildings, most important of which was the Temple of Zeus Labraundos. The rest of the buildings he
dedicated to the sanctuary were the andron A, the houses, a or hieros oikos and the south

Furthermore, his name appears on the inscription of the epistyle in the propylaea of the Temple of Artemis at Amyzon.

Both these Carian sanctuaries belong to a building programme designed and inaugurated by Mausolus and completed

by Idrieus.”

Idrieus and Ada probably resumed the construction of the Mausoleum of Halicarnassus, which would not have been
completed during the reign of Artemisia II. Another edifice connected with Idrieus is the Temple of Athena at Priene,
whose construction is thought to have begun during the rule of Idrieus and Ada. Scholars also attribute to Idrieus or

Mausolus the re-foundation of the city of Priene in the mid-4th cent. BC.®

A votive inscription on a base found in the sanctuary of Apollo at Delphi informs us of the dedication to the sanctuary
by the Miletians of a bronze complex of statues depicting the figures of Idrieus and Ada, crafted by the sculptor
Satyrus. We are not aware of the reasons that led the Miletians to dedicate this sculpture with the figures of the two
rulers of Caria in the Pan-Hellenic sanctuary of Delphi. This move could be interpreted as an attempt to underline the
Hecatomnids” strong bonds with the city of Miletus. The votive offering dates to the period of Idrieus and Ada’s joint

satrapy, i.e. between 351 and 343 BC.”

Another votive offering depicting the two satraps originated from mainland Greece. This is a small relief found in Tegea
of Arcadia; it depicted Idrieus and Ada worshiping Zeus Stratios or Labraundos, shown standing between them. The
relief stele was originally identified as a dedicatory offering to the Temple of Athena Alea by a private individual and

was dated to the period of Idrieus and Ada’s joint rule.'?

The presence of these sculpture offerings in the Pan-Hellenic sanctuaries has recently led to the hypothesis that the two
rulers were among the sponsors of the reconstruction of the Temple of Apollo at Delphi and the Temple of Athena Alea

at Tegea in the mid-4th cent. BC. Thus, one could speak of the expansion of the Hecatomnid building programmes and

donations to mainland Greece.!!

5. Death

Idrieus passed away in 344/343 BC due to unknown natural causes. He wielded power in the satrapy of Caria for seven

years, leaving his sister Ada as his heiress. The literary sources do not mention any funerary monument comparable to

that of Mausolus. Perhaps the tomb discovered next to the sanctuary of Zeus Labraundos belongs to Idrieus.'?

6. Evaluation
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During his reign, Idrieus generally adopted a pro-Persian policy, contrary to the expectations of the Athenian orator
Isocrates. Isocrates describes him as one of the wealthiest and most powerful rulers of Asia. This was probably true, as it

was also true of Mausolus.'®

Idrieus took steps to strengthen his state’s defences, continuing Mausolus’ policy. The fact that Demosthenes denounced

his allegedly expansionary policy is no more than mere alarmism, for Idrieus did not actually detach Samos from the

control of Athens.14

With respect to his relations with other cities of Asia Minor outside Caria, our information is limited. We know of a
decree in Erythrae whereby the citizens honoured Idrieus as a benefactor and proxenos of the city. At the same time,

based on this honorary decree it is proclaimed that this Ionian city offered the Carian satrap full commercial tax-

exemption, a measure probably introduced by the pro-Hecatomnid oligarchs of Ery’thrae.15

Finally, we may conclude that Idrieus safeguarded Caria’s territorial integrity by avoiding tensions and following
prudent policies. He was particularly active in the field of building projects, as he contributed to the embellishment of
important Carian sanctuaries. The years that follow his death are regarded as a period of decline for the Hecatomnid

clynasty.16
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[Awccapto :
drachma

1. Ancient greek coin.
2. Ancient unit of weight equal to 1/400 of the "oka" (3,89 grams or the 1/8 of the ounce).

obverse
The face of the coin which bears the more important device. Due to ambiguities that sometimes exist, many numismatists prefer to use the
term for the side struck by the lower (anvil) die.
propylon
Monumental architectural entrance, most often to a sanctuary or a building complex.
reverse
The back view of acoin where the issuing authority is usually inscribed.
satrap, the

Thetitle designated a representative of the Persian king, and was widely used in the Persian language. In ancient writers the term usually designates
an official of the Persian empire who assumes highest political and military power within the limits of his satrapia, the division under his command.
Alexander the Great introduced the institution to the administrative organisation of his empirein the East.
In the Roman empire, the office of the satrap was hereditary for Armenian nobles who administered an Armenian klima (=canton, a historic-
geographical unit); in the case of the Armenian territories inside the Roman Empire, the satrap yielded limited power under the suzerainty of the Roman
emperor.

Thesaurus [1. treasure (archit), 2. hoard (archaeol ,numism.)]

Space for storing, repository or threasure.

1. (archit.) Temple like structure of votive character. It was dedicated by different cities to famous sanctuaries (Delphoi, Olympia, Delos). It was used to
store the cities' valuable offerings as well as the smaller offerings of their citizens.

2. (archaeol og, numism.) Collection of valuable objects or artifacts, coins end metal objects buried in the ground.

Xpovordylo
351/350 BC: Idrieus succeeds Artemisia to the throne of Caria

351/350-343/344 BC: Joint rule of Idrieus and Ada

345/344 BC or 344/343 BC: Idrieus participates in the efforts to quench the revolt of the Cypriots by the Persian king
Artaxerxes III

344/343 BC: Idrieus dies of natural causes



