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Early in the summer of 707, the Arabs under Maslamah ibn '‘Abd al-Malik and 'Abbas ibn al-Walid invaded Cappadocia and laid siege to Tyana. In
early 708, Emperor Justinian || sent an expeditionary corps under Theophylaktos Salibas and Theodore Karteroukas to help the city. The defeat of
thisarmy forced the citizens of Tyanato surrender the city to the Arabsin March 708.
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1. Historical framework

The early 8th century was marked by continuous conflicts between Byzantines and Arabs along the eastern border of Asia Minor
from Cilicia to Armenia. The Arabs were launching raids every year, while the Byzantines were trying to withhold them and retaliate
with attacks against Arab lands. This situation, which characterized the last years of the reign of Emperor Tiberios-Apsimaros,
continued after 705, when Justinian |1 reoccupied the imperia throne (685-695, 705-711).

In 706 (in al probability), on its way from Tarsos, an Arab expeditionary corps under Maioumas the Mardaite, as he isreferred to in
the sources, invaded the Byzantine territories of southeastern Asia Minor. The Arab raiders were intercepted by Byzantine forces
under Marianos. The battle must have taken place near the city of Tyana, at a strategic position near the passages leading
from Ciliciato Cappadocia. The Arab expeditionary corps was defeated by Marianos and Maioumas was killed.

Such was the fame and the abilities of Maioumas, that the Arabs were very distressed about his loss.! As aresult, Maslamah ibn
'‘Abd a-Malik, the brother of the Arab a-walid, in cooperation with his nephew 'Abbas ibn al-Walid), the caliph’s son,
decided to avenge his death and raided against Tyanain 707.

2. Thesiegeand fall of Tyana

In the early summer of 707, an Arab expeditionary corps under Maslamah ibn 'Abd a-Malik and ‘Abbasibn a-Walid invaded
Cappadocia through Ciliciaand laid siege to Tyana. The Arabs plundered the suburbs and blockaded Tyana. Then, with the help of
their war machines, they managed to pull down a part of the fortification enclosure. But despite their partial success, they failed to
seize Tyana and had to camp around the city. The winter was difficult for them as they soon got short of supplies.

When Justinian 1l was informed about these devel opments, he ordered that an expeditionary corps be formed and sent to Tyanain
order to take supplies to the besieged and repel the invaders. The army was reinforced by a number of Asia Minor farmers, although
they were unarmed and untrained. The expeditionary corps was headed by two close assistants to the Emperor, Theophylaktos
Sdlibas and Theodore Karteroukas.

The Byzantines arrived in Tyana probably in the early spring of 708, shortly before the Arabs, discouraged by hardships, gave up
their attempt to capture the city. A great battle took place in front of the city walls between the besiegers and the Byzantine army. At
first, the Byzantines repelled the Arabs, but 'Abbas managed to restrain his forces. The Arabs took advantage of the irregular army of
farmers as well as of the dispute between Salibas and Karteroukas and took the offensive. The Byzantines faced a catastrophic
defeat and suffered numerous casudlties, while lots of them were captured. Moreover, the supplies they were to take to the besieged
fell in the hands of the Arabs.

After the Byzantine corps was defeated the inhabitants of Tyana negotiated with the Arabs and agreed to surrender under certain
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conditions. The Arabs eventually entered the city in March 708.2
3. Consequences

The siege and fall of Tyana had direct consequences for the city and the citizens. After the fall, the Arabs plundered, destroyed and
deserted the city taking the citizens as captives. For severa years the city of Tyanaremained in ruins and was deserted. The Arabs
alegedly violated the terms of the treaty with the citizens of Tyana and ensaved a large number of them, while others were

displaced. Also, lots of Byzantine soldiers and non-combatants were killed or captured during the battle in front of the city walls.

The consequences for the entire Byzantine Empire were equally significant. The Byzantine army was defeated and suffered heavy
losses in Tyana and therefore the road was paved for further Arab invasions against the Byzantine territories of AsiaMinor. It was a
terrible blow to Justinian’s prestige and yet another step towards the final fall of the emperor in 711.

1. Brooks, E.W., “The Arabsin AsiaMinor (641-750), from Arabic Sources’, Journal of Hellenic Studies 18 (1898), p. 203.

2. According to Brooks, E.W., “The Arabsin AsiaMinor (641-750), from Arabic Sources’, Journal of Hellenic Studies 18 (1898), p. 192, some Arab
historians date the fall of Tyanato mid-707. However, they probably confuse the date of fall with the onset of the siege. Xpiotopilomodrov, Aik.,
“Kpiowor ypdvor 642-802", in lotopia tov EAAnvikod Ebvovg 8 (Athens 1979), p. 22, dates thefall of Tyanato 709.

3. Zrpdrog, A., To Boldvtiov otov 2" auchve 6 (Athens 1977), pp. 157-158, expresses his doubts about the sources supporting that the Arabs did not
observe the terms of the treaty and enslaved the citizens of Tyana.
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Nwoocdp1o :

caliph

The supreme religious and political authority of Muslims, considered successor of Muhammad (Arabic: khalifa= deputy). He was the head of the
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Caliphate, the religious state of the Arabs.
strategos (“genera")
During the Roman period his duties were mainly political. Office of the Byzantine state’s provincial administration. At first the title was given to the

military and political administrator of the themes, namely of the big geographic and administrative unities of the Byzantine empire. Gradually thetitle
lost its power and, already in the 11th century, strategoi were turned to simple commanders of military units, responsible for the defence of aregion.
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De Boor, C. (ed.), Theophanis Chronographia (Leipzig 1883), pp. 376.31-377.14.

Mango, C. (ed.), Nikephoros, Patriarch of Constantinople, Short History (Corpus Fontium Historiae Byzantinae 13, Washington 1990), p. 44.1-
18.

[Mopabépata

The siege and the fall of Tyana, according to the Byzantine chronicler Theophanes

“Tovtw @ étel émeotodtevoe MacaAuac kal ABac v Toavov dux v paviav tod dnoktav0£évtog oteatod oLV @ Maiovua OO
MaLavov, kal TadTNV TOALOQKODVTEG TaQeXE(UATAV EKEL KAl ATIOOTEAAEL TTROG AUTOVS O Pacidels dVO aTEATYOUS, Ocddwoov
tov Kaptepotkav kat @eopUAaKToV TOV ZaAAPAV HETH OTOATOD Kol YEWQYLKOD AatoD XwoLkoBonOeing meog to moAeunoat kat
EKJLDEAL AVTOVG. aVTOL OE €lg €01V AAANAWY EABOVTES KAl ATAKTWS CLUPAAOVTES AVTOLS TEETOVTAL, Kat TOAAAL XIALGdEG
ATIWOAOVTO, Kal X HAAWTEVONTAV TOAAOL AAPBOVTEG dE TO TODADOV KAl T TOVTWV PRwpata magekaBioav, £éwg ov magéAafov v
mOAW. AethpBévteg Yo Noav ta fopata, kat pueAAov avaxweelv. ot d¢ ¢ mdéAews TLAVWV TADTA DOVTES KAl ATIOYVOVTEG
EAapov Adyov g éavt@v anabeiag kai éENABOV TEOG AVTOVG KATAALTOVTES TV TTOALV EQNHOV WG TOD VOV. 0L d¢ TOV Adyov un|
dvAalavteg TovTOLG €ig TNV ooV EEwptoav, kat ToAAoLG dovAovg Ekpatnoav.”

De Boor, C. (ed.), Theophanis Chronographia (Leipzig 1883), pp. 376.31-377.14.
The siege of Tyana in the historical work of Patriarch Nikephoros

“Ev ToUT0LG GVTWV TOV TOAYHATWY O TWV ZAQAKN VOV PATIAEDS A0V TAELOTOV OTALTNV EKTEUTIEL 1Y EUOVAG AVTOLG EMOTHOAG
MaoaApay Kot ZOAVHAV KATA TV aDTOV DAAEKTOV KAAOVEEVOLG, WS i TOava TV TOALY TOALOQKT|OOVTAG. OL D¢ ékeloEe

TAEAY EVOUEVOL, TTOAELLOVG TIAEIOTOVS CUVAPAVTES, HEQOG D€ KAl TOD TEIXOVS €K TV TIROG TELXOM AV 0QYAVWVY KataaAdvtes kal
MAEOV 0VOEV AVVOAL LOXVOAVTEG, ATOXWQEELV TOOG Tat Olkela €BOVAOVTO. €V @ ekméumet TovoTviavog TEOG T pegoyela, Kal
TMAELOTOV AOV &YQOLKOV T€ Katl YewQYLkov aBpoioag mog ta TVava adkveloBat ékéAevoev WG TOUG TTOALOQKOVUEVOUG
ETIOVVOHLEVOG. TOVTOVG AOTTAOUG Ol Zapaknvol Oeacapevol QU@L KAT abT@V, Kat Toug pév Eidet dveidov tovg 8¢ alxpaAwtovg
ovvéAaBov. évtedOev Bapoadewtegov diateOévteg g mEooedgiag Tvdvwy elxovTo. ol d¢ Amogia damaAVNUATWY TWV TTEOG HAXNV
ATEIMOVTEG TNG TE A PaciAéws Pondelag ovk evmoErioavteg, OpoAoyia éavtolg Toig €x0001s TaRédooav KAl OGS TX TWV
Zagaknvwv 110n angxovto.”

Mango, C. (ed.), Nikephoros, Patriarch of Constantinople, Short History (Corpus Fontium Historiae Byzantinae 13, Washington 1990), p.
44.1-18.

Xpovoroylo

706: Maioumas the Mardaite is defeated and killed during a battle against the Byzantine general Marianos near Tyana
early summer of 707: An Arab expeditionary corps under Maslamah ibn 'Abd al-Malik and 'Abbas ibn al-Walid lays siege to Tyana

early spring of 708: Battle between Arabs and a Byzantine expeditionary corps in front of the walls of Tyana. The Byzantines are
defeated

March 708: The inhabitants of Tyana surrender to the Arabs under prearranged conditions



